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Loup and ſucceſſive peals of thun- 
der reverberated amongſt the hills, 
vivid and repeated flaſhes of lightning 
ilumined the ſurrounding gloom, but 
only to render returning darkneſs more 
horrible and terrific; the wind howled 
with tremendous guſt, and ruſhing with 
accumulated force through the opening 
of every valley, with difficulty the af- 
| B frighted 
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frighted traveller preſerved the equi- 
librium of his motion, The rain at 
length deſcended, and falling in ceaſe- 
leſs torrents, every low built cottage 
within the circuit of the ſtorm was 
threatened with deſtruction from its 
complicated operation. Such were the 
fearful horrors of the night, when the 
youthful and blooming Conrad bent 
his weary way fatigued and benighted, 
unknowing whither his ſteps tended, or 
where any friendly roof was to be found 
that might afford him ſhelter from the 
« pelting of the pitileſs ſtorm,” that 
might ſerve to reſt his wearied limbs, 
and recruit his exhauſted ſpirits. The 
ſtorm increaſed, the cold became in- 
tenſe, the violence of repeated guſts fre- 
quently threatened the affrighted Conrad 
with deſtruction, by forcing him into 
the river, which rolled impetuouſſy at 

oi his 
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his ſide, and now began to overflow its 
banks, and inundate the ſurrounding 
country. At length perceiving a light 
at ſome diſtance, he became cheered, and 
reanimated by the ſight; and with all 
the force of remaining ſtrength he ran 
towards the ſpot. Breathleſs and wearied 
he arrived, but, vain deluſion, cruel 
diſappointment he found only the ruins 
of a ſmall building, which appeared 
to have been fired by the lightning, 
and though the continued torrents of 
rain had deſtroyed the aſcent of the 
flame, it yet remained half unextin- 
guiſhed, and caft a vivid glowing SEAT 
to ſome diſtance around. 

The unfortunate Conrad now became 
a prey to deſpair: the ſtorm yet con- 
tinued with unabating violence, and he 
anxiouſly and fearfully looked around for 
ſome friendly habitation where his life 
1 might 
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might be preſerved, for he felt the tide 
of exiſtence ebb in his palpitating frame, 
and hardly dared to hope for another 
return of that pure pleaſure he had fre- 
quently experienced in contemplating the 
riſe of the glorious orb of day, and the 


cheerfulneſs diffuſed throughout nature, 


by its vivifying rays — a cheerfulneſs, 


which rendered the murky darkneſs 
around him more gloomy, and more 


horrible by the contraſt — a cheerfulneſs, 
impreſſed. by a benevolent Deity upon 
the work of his hands, and .imperiouſly 
calling upon man to repay the benefit 
by gratitude and joy, and not by gloom 
and diſcontent. To that Deity, by an 
inſtantaneous effort of mind, he offered 
up a prayer for ſafety and protection. 
His mind thus abſtracted for a moment 


from the ſcene before him, on return- 


ing to its contemplation became leſs 
diſturbed, 
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diſturbed, and looked forward to futu- 

rity with cheerful hope. Another light 
| beamed upon his eyes: afraid of a ſimilar 
| deception, he anxiouſly looked towards 
the place where he had perceived it, 
which appeared to be at a conſiderable 
diſtance, but could not diſcover from 
whence it proceeded, His determina- 
tion was inſtant ; for his only alternative 
was to run towards it, and endeavour to 
find ſhelter from the ſtorm, or remain 


expoſed to all:its fury, which threatened 


him with deſtruction. He endeavoured 
to haſten to the ſpot, but fatigue and 
perturbation added to the want of food 
had :exhauſted him, and he could only 
walk ſlowly to the place from whence 
he had caught the glimpſe. Some 
trees intervening for a moment inter- 
cepted his ſight, and terror again over- 
whelmed him. Once more it met his 


* eyes, 
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eyes, and again he collected all his 
ſtrength, and endeavoured to reach it 
by the ſhorteſt way the darkneſs of the 
night would permit him to chooſe; at 
length with palpitating heart, and tot- 
tering frame, he arrived within a ſhort 
diſtance of the ſpot, and a momentary 
flaſh of lightning exhibited a cottage to 
his view. The cheering ſight thrilled 
him with joyful emotion, contending 
ſenſations agitated his nerves; and ſcatce- 
ly could his tottering limbs bear him 

to the door. Al 
Colin, the inhabitant of the cottage, 
his wife Annette, and their daughter the 
lovely Matilda, had retired to reſt early 
the preceding evening, but the violence 
of the ſtorm frightened and alarmed 
the beauteous Matilda, who tremblingly 
aroſe, and ſcarce knowing what ſhe did, 
went into the chamber where her pa- 
rents 


THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 7 


rents ſlept. Juſt at the moment, the 
united noiſe of the thunder and wind 
awakened Colin from a profound ſleep, 
into which he had fallen. His cottage, 
though very lately repaired, was till 
little calculated to reſiſt the fury of the 
ftorm, which now impetuouſly roared 
around it; he wiſely therefore determi- 
ned to ariſe with his wife and daughter, 
to deſcend into the lower apartment, 
and there prepared for the worſt, wait 
the concluſion of the tempeſt. This 
determination he communicated to his 
wife, whom the ſtorm had likewiſe 

awakened in the greateſt alarm, and 
they all deſcended together, where ob- 
- taining a light, a chearful fire ſoon 
blazed upon the hearth, Annette and 
Matilda, in the higheſt degree of alarm 
at every peal of thunder, and every 
guſt of wind, that with ſcarcely any 


B 4 interval 
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interval repeatedly followed each other, 
preſſed cloſer and cloſer to their pro- 
tector Colin, who himſelf affrighted at 
the danger which threatened their hum- 
ble habitation, expected every moment 
that by the deſtruction of his cottage 
they ſhould be turned out, houſeleſs 
and forlorn, to experience all the ac- 


cumulated horrors of miſery and diſ- 


| treſs. | 
| It was at this moment that Conrad 
knocked loudly at the door, a violent 
guſt of wind at the ſame inſtant ſhook the 
| 5 cottage, and made it perceptibly rock. 
Annette and Matilda ſtarted and looked 
at Colin and each other, with wild af- 
fright, who himſelf trembled with fear. 
The roar. of the hurricane had prevented 
the ſound of Conrad's knock from being 
heard, he again knocked loudly, and in 
tones of the greateſt diſtreſs, begged for 
| God's 
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God's ſake they would give him ſhelter. 
Colin ſtarted at the ſound, and could 
hardly believe it real, the repetition of the 
knock and of Conrad's intreaty, uttered in 
language ſtill more diſtreſsful, convinced 
him of its truth, he ran to the door, 
accompanied by his wife and daughter, 
which was no ſooner opened, than Con- 
rad ſtaggered in quite exhauſted by his 
exertions. He had no ſooner entered 
the door, than animation forſaking him, 
he fainted, and would have fell to the 
ground, had not Colin caught him in 
his arms, and bore him to a bench, 
where ſupporting his lifeleſs frame, the 
two females endeavoured by their ten- 
der attentions to recal the ſuſpended 
functions of life. The figure of Conrad, 
pale, and haggard as he was, was ſtill 
intereſting; above the middle ſize, but 
not awkwardly tall, his limbs. were 
| B 5 ſtraight 
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ſtraight and well proportioned, and an 
expreſſion was diffuſed over his counte- 
nance, which rendered it pleaſing, even 
amid the pallid hue of death. The 
lovely Matilda redoubled her exertions, 
and aided by thoſe of her mother, 
they were at laſt ſucceſsful. Conrad 
opened his eyes, whoſe brilliancy though 
ſuffuſed in languor, yet animated his 
countenance, and added to it a conſidera- 
ble portion of intereſt. Becoming a 
little recovered, gratitude dictated his 
firſt expreſſions. Thanks, ſaid he, 
a thouſand thanks for your kindneſs; 
fatigue, and want of food exhauſted my 
ſpirits, and rendered me weak and K 
feeble.” The mention of want of food 1 
ſtruck the ear of the kind hearted Colin, 
who immediately brought out ſome of 
thoſe refreſhments his cottage afforded, 
which though of the coarſeſt ſort, ap- 
| peared . 
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peared to Conrad the moſt delicate of 
viands. Having ſatisfied the cravings | 
of appetite, and quenched his thirſt with 
ſome water, the only beverage the ha- 
bitation of Colin afforded, he was at 
leiſure to attend to the family who had 
fo kindly adminiſtered to his wants. 
Colin and Annette exhibited ordi- 
nary figures, though a conſiderable por- 
tion of good nature diſplayed itſelf in 
their countenances. But the form 
of Matilda arrefted his obſervation : 
with a peculiar air of ſoftneſs diffuſed 
over her features, a dignity was viſi- 
ble in every look, and in all her actions, 
which ſeemed greatly ſuperior to the 
ſituation in which ſhe was placed, and 
created ſurprize in the mind of Conrad, 
who could not withdraw his eyes from 
the fair figure that had attracted his 
notice. Her features were regular, 
B 6 Beauty 
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Beauty ſtamped them for her. own, 
whilſt the attempered brilliancy of her 
eyes, and the ſmiles which ever and 
anon played upon her countenance, ren- 
dered it irreſiſtibly attractive. Her form 
was elegant, and grace was. in every 
motion. Conrad gazed with admira- 
tion, and wondered with amazement at 
finding ſo much lovely grace, and dig- 
nified elegance in ſo humble an habi- 
tation, The attention of Matilda was 
equally directed towards Conrad. The 
refreſhment he had partaken of added 
to the warmth emitted from the fire, 
that cheerfully blazed before him, in- 
vigorating his conſtitution, and anima- 
ting his ſpirits, he forgot the fatigues 
he had experienced, and cheerfully 
joined in converſation with the family. 
The youthful down was ſtill upon his 
check, but his features diſplayed a manly 

PE 1 beauty, 
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beauty, and an expreſſion which ren- 
dered them peculiarly intereſting, Their 
eyes frequently met in the mutual in- 
terchange of obſervation, and the bluſh 
which then diffuſed itſelf over the lovely 
face of Matilda, added an intereſt to 
her charms, and a faſcination to her 
beauty. The ſtorm had been in ſome 
meaſure forgotten : novelty, curioſity, 
and cheerfulneſs, together with the plea- 
ſing ſenſations more particularly expe- 
rienced by Conrad and Matilda, deri- 
ved from thoſe glances which each caught 
the other in the act of directing,” had 
prevented its violence from exciting 
much fearful- attention; though ſome- 
times the roar of a ſudden guſt would 
interrupt their converſation, and create 
an anxiety in their minds, which though 
- unpleaſant, was momentary: and cheer- 
fulneſs ſoon regained its former level. 


The 
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The fury of the ſtorm was now however 
conſiderably abated, and all felt the 
want of ſleep. The converſation often 
interrupted by long pauſes, at length gra- 


dually died away, and by common con- 
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ſent they laid down where they were, 

and enjoyed a ſhort but refreſhing ſleep. 
Conrad was the ſon of a peaſant 
named Rollo, whoſe diſpoſition was re- 
markably moroſe, and his manners re- 
| pulſive and auſtere. His mother he had 
| never known, ſhe dying during his in- 
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fancy, Rollo earned his daily bread by - 
the ſweat of his brow, and during the 
intervals of labour, paid ſome attention 
to the education of his ſon; he po. 
ſeſſed much ſtrength of mind and ſo- 
city of judgment; and an underſtanding 
much ſuperior to his ſituation, and which 
had received a conſiderable ſhare of cul- 
V tivation. But a ftern ſeverity, and 
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gloomy harſhneſs was continually diſ- 
played in his conduct, and forced him 
to live alone, from the diſlike which his 
manners impreſſed upon his companions 
in labor. He treated them with a con- 
tempt that ſeemed to ſay he thought 
himſelf far their ſuperior, and they re- 
paid it by continually avoiding his com- 
pany,' and only converſing with him 
when compelled by neceſſity. His 
knowledge of mechanics rendered him 
highly uſeful, and in a great meaſure 
abſolutely neceſſary, as no other for 
many miles around equalled him in ſkill: 
His fon was his only companion, to 
his education he continually turned his 
attention, imparting to him the know- 
ledge he had himſelf acquired, and en- 
deavouring by accuſtoming him to re- 
flect upon every object of nature, and 
every circumſtance that paſſed within 

| his 
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his contracted circle, to fortify and 


ſtrengthen his judgment, and give a 
force to an underſtanding naturally good, 
which might enable him to riſe ſuperior 
to diſappointment and adverſity, and 
rely ſolely upon himſelf, Conrad, as he 
advanced towards manhood, frequently 
wondered at the talents of his father, 
contraſted with the humility of his ſitu- 
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ation ; a myſtery ſeemed to envelope his 


conduct, which the former found-it im-  K 
poſſible to penetrate. He was frequently © 
rempted to enquire. of his father the = 


reaſon of his conduct, and the cauſe of * 
his ſituation; but the gloomy ſeverity 4 
which ſat upon his brow, awed him 
into ſilence. Often he would reſolve 
to pry into the myſtery which created his 
ſurprize, but as often the auſterity of 
his father's countenance, and the ſevere 
reſerve of his manner diſconcerted the 

reſolution 
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reſolution he had formed, and the words 
he intended to utter, died upon his 
tongue. 

At length Rollo was ſcized with ill- 
neſs, and with the utmoſt coolneſs and 
XX compoſure, ſaw the period of his diſ- 
® ſolution faſt approaching. Calling his 
® ſon, who had nearly attained the age of 
2X twenty-one, to the ſide of the bed where 
f he lay emaciated and weak, with dif- 
5 ficulty he raiſed himſelf up, and ſpoke 
as follows, © A myſtery hangs over my 


Þ te birth which I have never been able to 
e develope, I am convinced I was not 


+ © born in the humble ſtate to which 
„ chance or fate has reduced me, but 
from whom I am deſcended, I know 


XX © not; my parents, whom I never knew, 
XF © deſerted me at an early age, and 
« I never could gain the leaſt informa- | 
. 
cc 


tion relative to their name, rank, or * 
« reſidence. 
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refidence, The perſon with whom 1 
reſided at the period of my firſt 
recollection, and from whom I re- 
ceived the little knowledge with which 
my mind is ſtored, turned me upon 


* the world to gain a ſubſiſtence as I 


could, by my own labour and in- 
duſtry. I had lived with bim in 
great harmony, and conſidered him 
as my father, which I imagined he 
really was, until he undeceived me; 
but at the ſame time pleaded com- 
plete ignorance of my parents and 
relatives. When I was about ſixteen 
years of age, he requeſted me to 
accompany him on a journey which 
he was about to take, to this I 
readily agreed, and we travelled on 
foot for ſeveral days with little in- 
ter miſſion. At length we ſtopped at 
a houſe not far from this ſpot, where 

cc we 
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we were hoſpitably offered refreſnment, 
and a bed for the night. I was 
much fatigued by our continued tra- 


velling, and ſoon ſunk into a ſound 


ſleep which laſted a conſiderable time. 
When I awoke and enquired for my 


conductor, judge my furprize at 
being informed he had quitted the 


houſe ſeveral hours, and no one knew 


whither he had directed his ſteps. En- 


quiry was vain, and ſearch fruitleſs, he 
was not to be found, nor could I pro- 


cure the leaſt information of the route 
he had taken. Behaviour ſo myſterious 
confounded and appalled me. I knew 


not what courſe to purſue, nor how 


to conduct myſelf, and remained for 
a long time entirely abſorbed in re- 
flection; but the longer I reflected, 
the more I was involved in myſtery. 
. accidentally to put my 

ce hand 
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cc 


hand into my pocket, I felt ſome 
| e money. which had been placed there 
ce fince I entered the houſe, and like- 
ce wiſe a ſeal that I had never before 
ce ſeen, and which I long contemplated 
with a ſcrutinizing eye, but could not 
« draw any concluſion from its exami? 
| ce nation tending to elucidate the myſ- 
| ce tery in which I was involved. This 
e js the ſeal,” here he took a ſeal from 
behind his pillow, and preſented it to 
| his ſon, then proceeding; he ſaid, “the 
„ myſtery attached to this ſeal I have 
* not been able to develope, you per- 
ce haps may be more fortunate, and ſome 
te time hence diſcover the ſecret '' His 
ſtrength now failing him, he ſqueezed 
the hand of his ſon, convulſively ſtrug- 
| | gled for a minute, and expired, 
Conrad reflecting upon the ſtrange re- 
lation which had been imparted ro him; 


became 


cc 
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became abſorbed in a profound reverie, 
and a conſiderable time elapſed before he 
thought of calling in the neceſſary aſ- 
ſiſtance, to diſpoſe of the remains of 
his deceaſed father. Theſe being de- 
cently interred, he ſat down ſeriouſly 
to reflect upon the circumſtances in 
Which he was placed, he attentively 
examined the ſeal, upon which he 
perceived an emblematic device to 
be engtaved, but its meaning he was 
utterly unable to unfold. e could 
not account for his father's conduct in 
quietly fixing his reſidence ſo near the 
ſpot, where he was deſerted by his friend, 
and never afterwards making an effort 
to diſcover the myſtery which, he was 
convinced, muſt be attached to his birth. 
Perhaps had his father lived a few mi- 
nutes longer he might have explained 
his reaſons, perhaps fate had ordained, 8 
| RS N 
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he ſhould not penetrate it. All was 
myſtery, a vaſt ocean of conjecture 
was open to his view, but no friendly 
beacon appeared to direct his track. 
At length he determined to quit his 
native cottage, to journey on where 
chance might direct him, and endea- 
vour to penetrate the myſtery, which 
now occupied his mind to the exclu- 
ſion of every other object. He was 
proceeding on this expedition, when 
loſing his way he became benighted, 
and took fhelter in the cottage of Colin 
as before related. 

Colin opened his eyes when the 
ſun was about to begin his daily career, 
and awakened the reft, who im- 
mediately aroſe and faw the glorious 
luminary ariſe in all its fplendor, But 
the cheerfulneſs of the morning was con- 
ſiderably abated, by the ſtrongly con- 
traſted deſolation, which appeared every 
where 
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WE where around the effect of the late tre- 
mendous ſtorm; trees torn up by the 
© roots lay extended upon the plain, the 
* einne river had overflowed its banks 
1 and revelled in the adjacent meadows. 
hhe carcaſes of ſheep were floating down 
3 V the impetuous torrent, and numbers of 
| the feathered ſongſters were dead or ex- 
piring upon the ground. Matilda caſt 
a look around, and fighed ; many of her 
little favourites, many of thoſe who had 
XX fed out of her hand, and repaid her 
vuoith a ſong of gratitude, now lay dead at 
% 0 her feet, A walk into the garden ap- 
. © pertaining to their cottage cauſed the 
© heaving of another figh in the tender 
XZ boſom of Matilda: many of the flowers 
which ſhe had reared with her own hands, 
which ſhe had watched with tender 
care, and viewed their opening buds 
with delight and fatisfaftion, were now 
extended 
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extended upon the ground, never more 
to riſe. The gentle maid walked- a 
little farther, and the lamb ſhe had 
played with and fed, and which always 
bounded towards her with gratitude and 


love, now lay ſtretched out before her, 


lifeleſs and ſtiff. The tears ſtarted from 
her eyes and trickled down her cheeks ; 
ſhe was about to aſk with the querulouſ- 
neſs of diſtreſs © why is ſuch a deſola- 
ce tion of the fair face of nature per- 


© mitted?” but checked the riſing diſcon- 


tent, and ſaid, „It is all for the beſt, 
« and it becomes not mortals to com- 
« plain.“ © It is, my ſweet maid, no 
e doubt for the beſt,” replied Conrad, 
who had followed her in her walk, 
« ſuch ſtorms ſeem to be ſalutary criſes 
« of nature, without which, would moſt 
probably enſue earthquakes, deſolating 
«the earth with "tenfold violence.“ He 

yr looked 
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looked tenderly upon Matilda, the clear- 
neſs and the freſhneſs of the morning 
heightened her beauty, and improved all 
her charms, | whilſt the ſenſibility diſ- 
played in her countenance, gave an in- 
tereſt to every feature, and the tear 
ſtarting from her eye, only rendered it 
more faſcinating, Matilda raiſed her 
eyes, they met thoſe of Conrad, and 
ſhe bluſned. The beauty of the morn- 
ing which added to her charms, increaſed 
the captivation of his figure, even now 
the incipient germ of love appeared, and 
promiſed a blooming maturity. A call 
to the breakfaſt table interrupted their 
converſation, they proceeded towards the 
cottage, and all fat down to a homely 
repaſt, 

Colin was a retainer of the haughty 
Baron de Umfreville, who poſſeſſed here 
a large eſtate, but it was ſterile and un- 


C productive. 
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productive. The Baron reſided at a 
conſiderable diſtance upon an eſtate, 
which added to a greater extent an 
unbounded fertility. A large ſhare of 
the land was allotted to Colin, to cul- 
tivate ſuch parts as were likely to 
repay the labour and expence employed 
in their cultivation ; in return for which, 
he was only allowed the common ne- 
ceſſaries of life, and a cottage to de- 
fend him and his family from the in- 
clemency of the weather. But poſſeſſing 
an intellect, ſomewhat ſuperior to the 
mental faculties of the peaſants around 
him, who were his companions in agri- 
cultural labour, he was employed in the 
capacity of an overſeer to direct their Eo 
exertions, and for this an allowance was þ £ 
made him, which rendered his ſituation 1 
a little more comfortable than that of 
his fellows. Guided by the good taſte 
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of Matilda, he had fitted up his cot- 
tage in a ſtyle much ſuperior to the 
common method, the room below was 
arranged in a very convenient manner 
for all domeſtic purpoſes, whilſt above, 
by means of a partition, two neat ſleep- 
ing rooms were made, one of which 
was occupied by Colin and his wife, 
and the other by Matilda. 

Conrad, whilſt at breakfaſt, began 
to reflect ſeriouſly upon the neceſſity 
of his quitting the cottage, and pur- 
ſuing the ſcheme he had formed ; but 
the more he thought about leaving the 
habitation where he was now entertained, 
the more diſtreſſing it appeared to him, 
His father had taught him td reflect upon 
the operations of his own mind, as well as 
upon the circumſtances that happened 
around him; and he muſed deeply upon 
the repuFnance he felt to depart from the 
C 2 Cottage. 
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cottage, He began to wonder why he 
ſhould have reflected at all upon the ſub- 
Je&, when he ought to have conſidered his 
departure as a mere matter of courſe, and 
muſed upon the ſubject till he forgot to 
eat. Colin, who was not much ſubj ect 
to fits of reflection, called out © Why 
« meaſter, you ſeem to be in the dumps 
ee this morning, what's the matter with 
ce you?” but Conrad heard him not, 
his mind had taken flight into the re- 
gions of reverie, and was abſtracted 
from the paſſing ſcene, until Colin ſlap- 
ped him upon the ſhoulder, and called 
out © Coom, coom, eat away, what 1 
ce ſuppoſe your ſtomach is n't up to our 
ce homely fare, now you are not ſtarving 
ec with hunger.” Conrad rouſed from his 
reflections by the boiſterous livelineſs 
of Colin, apologized and again fell too. 
He ſoon found it was Matilda that 

engroſſed 


— — _ 4 4 ; I ** 4 1 
F 22 
WL, , * . 2 I & _ _—_— 6 4 N 
. eee. 
* 3 : | pre Pe, -""* 4 
= * = a _ 1 


Li P . 
enen 
« EL. I) ne 
1 _— 2 
5 r x " 
- ” 
- 


4 SE 4 
I * 
9 "* 23 
* 2 


THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 29 


engroſſed his imagination, and over- 
powered his judgment; he reſolved again 
and again to quit the cottage, and pur- 
ſue his journey, for the purpoſe of un- 
raveling the myſterious ſecret, in which 
he appeared to be involved ; but her 
lovely image as often preſented itſelf, 


and forced him to alter his reſolution, 


At length, incapable of determining to 
leave the cottage and Matilda, he re- 
ſolved to remain a little while if Colin 
would permit him, and perhaps chance 


might aſſiſt his ſcheme there as well 


as if he continued the. journey he had 
planned, and at all events he could' 
at any time leave the cottage and pur- 
ſue it, forgetting that the longer he re- 


mained, the firmer he would be rivetted 


to the ſpot. His eyes involuntarily wan- 
dered upon Matilda, who appeared to 
his enraptured ſight ſtill more faſcina- 

Hs. | ting ; 5 
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ting ; and rejoicing in the idea of re- 
maining where he was, in ſpite of the 
dictates of his judgment, every thought 
of quitting her vaniſked from his mind, 
Matilda's thoughts had been likewiſe 
buſily employed ; ſhe took an intereſt 
in the welfare of the young ſtranger, 
and called it ſenſibility: the probability 
of his early departure from the cottage, 
plunged her into diſquietude, and anx- 
ious ſolicitude for his ſtay took poſ- 
ſeflion of her mind, for which ſhe could 
not account. Matilda was now about 
eighteen, and in a great meaſure uneduca- 
ted, but had good natural talents and a 
fine taſte, a little cultivation only was 
wanting to render her an accompliſhed 

woman. 8 25 
Conrad finding it impoſſible to tear 
himſelf from Matilda, at length ſaid 
to Colin, © I have conceived a great pre- 
| dilection 
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La) 


c 


dilection for this part of the country, 
« will you permit me for a ſhort time 
te to become an inmate in your hoſpi- 
e table cottage; in return for ſuch kind- 


c 


La) 


neſs, I will gladly ſhare your agri- 


* 


0 


cultural labours, and perhaps may be 
c an uſeful aſſiſtant.” Colin, who much 
wanted additional aid, gladly accepted 


the offer, The eyes of Matilda beamed 


with joy, ſhe felt herſelf relieved from 
a weight of anxiety, and borne up 
to the height of vivacity, ſhe could 
not tell why. It was agreed. that 
Conrad ſhould ſleep in the lower room 
of the cottage, and a nook was made 
up for him, where, though he would 
not ſleep upon down, he might when 
fatigued obtain a comfortable nap. 
Every day now had its employment, 
and each had its pleaſures ; their food 
was homely, but they feaſted upon con- 


C 4 rent ; 
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tent; their beds were hard, but their 
ſleep was refreſhing. Conrad became 
every day more and more unwilling to 
quit the cottage where he enjoyed hap- 
pineſs, but not unalloyed : the ſcheme 
he had formed, the myſtery he wiſhed 
to develope, frequently obtruded upon 
his mind, but the intruſion was moſt 
unpleaſant, it reminded him of what he 
wiſhed, but had not the reſolution to 
perform. The varied charms of Ma- 
tilda fixed him to the ſpot, with ada- 
mantine chain, be thought of 
leaving her plunged his mind into F 
deſpondency. Frequently would they * 
ſtray together at the dawn of day, con- 1 
templating with ſilent admiration, the 3 
varied tints of the landſcape that 
opened to their view, and inhaling the 
enlivening perfumes aſcending from the 
| flowery carpets at their feet, the glorious 
luminary 
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luminary majeſtically aroſe, impreſſing 
gaiety and ſmiles upon the face of 
nature, and infuſing cheerfulneſs into 
every created being. Often at eve 
would they contemplate its decline, till 
the . laſt red ſtreak was vaniſhed from 
their ſight, and all was huſhed and ſtill. 
The fine taſte of Matilda enjoyed the 
beautiful proſpects of nature, with un- 
cealing pleaſure; ſhe ſoon diſcovered the 
great mental powers of Conrad, and 
aided by a large ſhare of good ſenſe, 
participated all his ſtores of knowledge. 
and reflection. Her mind gradually 
. expanded, and aſſimilated itſelf to his, 
an vnion of ſentiment was a chain 
7 too powerful to be broken by any 
common force. They loved, but the 
judgment of Conrad ſtruggled, and in- 
8 <fccually againſt its power, he wiſhed, 
1 he ardently wiſhed to develope the myſ- 
C 5 tery 
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tery of his deſcent, but all the courage 
he could ſummon to his aid was inſuf- 
ſufficient to enable him to quit the cot- 
tage, and his beloved Matilda, To 
take her with him on a wandering Jour= 
ney was madneſs, to unite himſelf with 
her for life, would prevent him from 


purſuing what ſtill remained the darling 
object of his wiſhes, 
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* HILST Conrad remained in this 


ſtate of perplexity, a meſſenger 
ſuddenly arrived from the Baron de 
Umfreville, bearing a command for all 
his retainers here to depart immediately to 
the eſtate where the Baron reſided. He 
had added another manor to the exten- 
ſive domains that ſurrounded his caſtle, 
containing a large portion of land, 
which though fertile, remained waſte and 


untilled. This he determined to put 


into a ſtate of cultivation; and as it 


C 6 ſeemed 
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ſeemed likely to repay the labour be- 
ſtowed in a more ample manner than the 
. eſtate where Colin reſided, he reſolved 
to deſert the latter, and confine his at- 
tention ſolely to the princely domains, 
in which his reſidence was ſituate, The 
meſſenger he ſent was commanded to 


be the guide of the retainers, until 
they arrived at the place of their deſti- 
nation, 

The mandate was abſolute, and they 
durſt not diſobey it; but though un- 
poſſeſt of thoſe comforts which endear 
man to'his home, a natural attachment 
to the place of their birth, which a 
harſh command now forced them to 
quit, cauſed the flowing of many a tear, 
and the heaving of many a ſigh. Ma- 
tilda poſſeſſed of finer feelings than the 
reſt, felt a more lively regret at quitting 
thoſe ſcenes ſhe had ſo often contem- 
plated 
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plated with complacency and delight, 
which were endeared to her by habit, and 
the proſpect of which had frequently 
conferred upon her the pureſt pleaſure 
and the calmeſt tranquillity. The flow- 
ers ſhe had cultivated, the birds ſhe 
had fed, all preſente? themſelves to her 
view, and renewed in her tender boſom, 
the moſt painful ſenfations. Conrad 


3 


alone felt no pain at the thought of 
leaving a place, which he had long 
| wiſhed to quit, had not his love for 
Matilda withheld him. They were now 
to depart together ; there was a chance 
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og of meeting with ſome clue to guide 
. him through the labyrinth of myſtery, 
1 and he rejoiced rather than lamented at 
the opportunity that offered of leaving 
the place, without offering violence to 
his feelings. But his joy was ſome- 
what alloyed by the pain which his be- 
loved 
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loved Matilda evidently endured at the 
thought of quitting her native cottage, 
though her ſorrow was alleviated by the 
reflection that Conrad was to accom- 
pany her. 

No alternative remained, they mult 
depart. Conrad, that he might have 
a good plea for his journey to the 
eſtate of Umfreville, determined to paſs 
for the ſon of Colin, to which the latter 
had no objection; and ſorrowful and 
melancholy the party commenced their 
Journey. The guide rode in front, 
the females, the old men, and the chil- 
dren were placed in the middle, whilſt 
the young, and the middle aged, guard- 
ed on all ſides. They travelled on with 
little or no interruption for ſeveral days, 
when a river which had broken its 


banks, and inundated the adjacent 
country, was the firſt impediment they 


met 


4 
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met with in their paſſage. After ſeve- 
ral vain attempts to paſs its rapid cur- 
rent, they were forced to wait for two 
days, when the water a little ſubſided. 
Boats were procured for the purpoſe 
of effecting a paſſage, into one of which, 


- 
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Y Matilda was about to ſtep, when her l 
foot ſlipped, and ſhe fell into the ſtream. 
Conrad, almoſt frantic with affright, 


ruſhed into the torrent, regardleſs of dan- 
ger, and endeavoured to catch the lovely 
girl in his arms, but the rapidity of 
the current forced her from his graſp; 
again he eſſayed and ſucceeded, bearing 
his lovely burthen in triumph to the 
bank, where he arrived breathleſs and 
exhauſted. Matilda had the preſence 
5 of mind to endeavour to keep herſelf 
f from ſinking, and when brought to the 
ſhore was yet ſenſible, the croud gathered 
around, and ſhe was conveyed to a 
neighbouring 
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neighbouring cottage, to which Conrad 
accompanied her, where every aſſiſtance 
was rendered that good nature could 
ſuggeſt, The affrighted father, and ſtill 
more afflicted mother, ſhowered bleſſings 
upon the head of her preſerver, ard 
Matilda when recovered, thanked him 


— EE — — 


in terms that ſufficiently betrayed her 
love; he hung over her enamoured, and 
in every word and action, evinced the 
tender affeftion with which her amiable 
qualities had inſpired him, 

Matilda was ſtill languid, and it was 
highly . proper ſhe ſhould remain for a 


ſhort time until perfectly recovered ; 
added to this, the river was yet dan- 
gerous to paſs; and it was determined 
for the whole party to ſtay until the 
morrow, when from the appearance of 
the water, it would be ſufficiently ſub- 
ſided to allow them to paſs in perfect 
Sehuddt en ſafety. 
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= fafety. Conrad enjoying the beauty of 


WE the proſpe& which extended itſelf before 
the cottage, perceived at ſome diſtance 


ga ruinous caſtle. He enquired to whom 
it belonged, but could not gain the in- 
formation he deſired, only learning that 
| 2) for a number of years paſt it had been 
mouldering to decay, and was now 
4 nearly! in ruins. Curioſity, ſharpened by 
te deſire of attaining the object he had 
in view, was conſtantly predominant 
in his mind, and he inſtantly determined 
to viſit the ruin. Arriving in a ſhort 
time at the ſpot, he found the infor- 
mation he had -received relative to the 
ftate of the caſtle to be ſtrictly true. 
The moat was filled with rubbiſh, and 
whilſt the ſhell of the caſtle remained 
in a great meaſure entire, the paſſages 
were choaked up with fragments, and 


many of the apartments ſo ruinous as 
to 
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to render any attempt to explore them 
highly dangerous. He made an ef- 
fort to force his way along ſome of 
the paſſages, and viſit the chambers, 
but found ſo many dangers environing 
him, that he was compelled to quit 
the attempt, and obſerving nothing to 


- gratify curioſity, was about to depart, 


when walking along the court yard 
ſomething ſtruck his foot, on looking 
down he perceived a ſmall picture, 
which on taking from the ground, pro- 
ved to be the portrait of an elegant 
female, who greatly reſembled himſelf. 
Struck with the reſemblance, he atten- 
tively and minutely examined it, and 
the likeneſs between himſelf and the 
female, of whom he held the portrait 
in his hand, appeared ſtill more exact. 
Wondering at ſuch an incident, he 
anxiouſly looked around, and again en- 

deavoured 
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deavoured to explore the caſtle, which 
perhaps might contain ſome impor- 
tant elucidation of the myſtery in which 
he was involved; but all his efforts 
were fruitleſs, and at length he was 
forced to return, with new cauſe for 
wonder, and more enveloped in myſteri- 
ous circumſtances. He pondered for 
ſome time, whether he ſhould not re- 
main in the neighbourhood of the caſtle 
for the purpoſe of endeavouring to make 
diſcoveries, which he fancied might be 
intereſting to him, and were attached to 
the manſion he had quitted, But Ma- 
tilda ſtarted up in his mind, and over- 
powered every reaſon his judgment could 
urge in favour of remaining ; at length 
he determined to proceed to the domains 
of Umfreville, but keeping in his me- 
mory the ſituation of the caſtle he juſt 
departed from, to return to it at ſome 

| future 
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future period, in caſe he did not meet 
with the elucidation he ſought in any 
other place. Arrived at the cottage, he 
found Matilda much recovered, and 
upon the morrow being perfectly re- 
ſtored to health, the whole party reſumed 

their journey. | 
On the Gooed day after they had 
quitted the river, they drew near to 
the territories of the Baron de Umfre- 
ville. A quarrel had ariſen between 
him and the Baron de Montacute, a 
neighbouring chief, equally haughty and 
unyielding as himſelf; neither deigned 
to appeal to law for the purpoſe! of 
terminating the diſpute, and. each had 
recourſe to the ſword, as the only means 
of ſettling their differences, Their retain- 
ers were mutually arrayed, and the battle 
was raging. between the contending par- 
ties when they arrived. Conrad poſſeſſed 
a. martial 
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a martial and an enterpriſing ſpirit, the 
ſight of the battle animated his mind, 
and in ſpite of the tender entreaties of 
Matilda, he took up a ſword juſt dropped 
by one of che combatants who had re- 
ceived a mortal wound, and ranged 
himſelf under the banner of Arthur, 
the young Baron de Umtreville, who 
commanded his father's retainers. The 
little army commanded by Umfreville was 
the moſt numerous, but their opponents 
led on by the Baron de Montacute 
in perſon were courageous, and ſcorned 
to retreat, unleſs abſolutely compel- 
led by neceſſity. Montacute advancing 
a ſhort diſtance from his party chal- 
lenged Umfreville to ſingle combat, the 
latter indignantly accepted the defiance, 
and rode forward to meet him. The 


onſet was furious, the helmet of Um- 
freville was cleft by a ſingle ſtroke of 


his 
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his adverſary's ſword, wielded with a 
ſtrong and mighty arm; he endeavoured 
to return the blow, but was inferior 
to Montacute in ſtrength and ſkill. The 
latter preſſed forward upon the half con- 
quered Umfreville, his ſword was better 
tempered and more powerful, and for- 
cibly bringing it into contact with his 
adverſary's, that of Arthur was broken, 
and himſelf immediately unhorſed ; Mon- 
tacute advancing at the ſame time upon 
the retainers of Umfreville, and com- 
manding his troop to follow. The for- 
mer diſheartened at the fall of their 
leader, were already preparing for 
flight, when Conrad who had ſeized a 
horſe, from which a wounded cavalier 
was compelled to alight, forcibly ad- 
vanced againſt the victorious Monta- 
cute, and before the latter was fully 
aware of the approach of an adverſary, 

. he 
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hne ſtruck him from his horſe, The re- 
Eid tainers of Montacute were now in their 
turn diſpirited. For Umtreville at this 

moment aroſe from the ground, and 
on ſcot, led his party furiouſly to the 
os, attack. Montacute aroſe from the duſt, 


and was driven with his retainers, be- 
fore the victorious Umfreville. Three 


times the brave chieftain endeavoured 


} to rally his dypirited ſoldiers, but the 


x z fate of the day was decided, and as 

= often he was defeated, and at length 
0 compelled ignominiouſly to retreat. Con- 
rad remained engaged in the action 
until the laſt purſuit was cloſed, and 
then retired from the field, contented 


thur de Umfreville had viewed with 
admiration the bravery and preſence 
of mind diſplayed by Conrad ; and ea- 
gerly enquired to whom he was in- 

debted 


with the part he had performed. Ar- 
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debted for that courageous conduct which 
decided the event of the battle; but no 
one amongſt his little army could inform 
him ; at length the conduCtor of the par- 
ty, who had juſt arrived, acquainted him 
he was the ſon of Colin, one of his 
father's retainers. Pride predominated 
in the mind of Arthur, and aſhamed 
of his defeat, his rage became un- 
governable, when he found he owed 
the victory to the courage of a man, 
whoſe humble ſituation he looked upon 
with contempt. He forbad any of thoſe 
under his command, upon pain of death 
to mention the circumſtance, and deter- 
mined to arrogate to himſelf all the me- 
rit and glory of the action. 

The Baron, previouſly to the arrival 
of thoſe retainers whom he had ſent 
for, had iſſued his commands for the 

| erection 
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erection of ſome mud hovels for their 
9 reception. He conſidered them as a 
race of beings, wholly unworthy the no- 
tice of ſo exalted a character as himſelf, 
and was only induced to iſſue ſuch an 
Norder, that their time, which he wiſhed 
7 to appropriate ſolely to the cultivation 
100 of his land, might not be employed in 
any concern of their own. A habitation 
© ſomewhat better than the reſt was ap- 
| propriated to Colin, who ſtill continued 
an overſeer of their labour, and there 
he, with Annette, Matilda, and Conrad, 
immediately took up their reſidence. 
The Baron de Umfreville was a man 
ſenſual and vicious, haughty, and un- 
feeling, the moſt diſguſting arrogance 
marked his character, and ſwayed his 
conduct. Unpoſſeſt of the leaſt particle 
of feeling for the diſtreſs of others, he 
looked only to the gratification of his 
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paſſions, and cared for nothing but the 
means of ſatisfying the cravings of ap- 
petite. Yet poliſhed in his manners, 
and capable of aſſuming the exterior of 
virtue, and the language of kindneſs 
and benevolence whenever it ſuited the 
purpoſes he wiſhed to effectuate, and 
of concealing the moſt wicked intenti- 
ons under the impoſing garb of bene- 
ficence and politeneſs ; he was at once 
an unprincipled ſenſualiſt, and a conſum- 
mate hypocrite, But the remembrance 
of paſt crimes and misfortunes would of- 
ten intrude in ſpite of the continued round 
of pleaſure, in which he was continually 
involved, and their frequent return ren- 
dered him at times gloomy and ſuſpicious, 
brutal, and ferocious. 

His ſiſter, the Lady Roſalind, had mar- 
ried a young knight, whoſe family, tho' 
reſpectable, could not boaſt the noble blood 
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hich ran in the veins of the Umfrevilles. 


is ſituation being far beneath them, her 


father not only poſitively refuſed his con- 
ſent to the marriage, but forbid him the 


caſtle, and ſtrictly enjoined her to think 


no more of a man, ſo unworthy of being 
put in competition with the dignity of 
his houſe. Roſalind promiſed obedi- 
ence, but ſoon found an opportunity of 

” eloping, and becoming irrevocably uni- 
ted to her lover. Her father, and his 
7 ſon the preſent Baron, were in the higheſt 
degree exaſperated, at an act which 
they thought degraded their dignity, 


would ſee her after the marriage. Her 
huſband having a ſmall eſtate in the 
neighbourhood of the haughty caſtle of 
Unmfreville, they took up their reſi- 
dence there, in hopes of being able, at 
a future time, to ſoften the obdurate 
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and diſgraced their houſe, and neither 
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heart of the Baron, and inherit a ſmall 
portion of his enormous wealth, A 
hope well founded, as the Baron, her 
father, was a man of literature, in the 
conſtant exerciſe of numerous virtues, 
and who had been remarkably fond of 
his daughter; but his good qualities 
were clouded by the moſt haughty pride, 
which was frequently diſplayed in his 
conduct, and now influenced him to 
ſpurn the ſubmiſſive ſupplications of his 
daughter, and reject her with diſdain ; 
it therefore might be imagined with a 
conſiderable ſhare of probability, that 
the benevolence and good ſenſe, which 
were known to actuate his mind in deſ- 
pite of his diſguſting haughtineſs, would 
ſoon predominate, and returning fond- 


neſs hail them to the paternal manſion. 


But alas, this hope was only formed 
to be diſappointed, her father died not 


long 
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4 long after the marriage, without making 
the leaſt proviſion for her, though juſt 
before his death ſhe was delivered of a 
ſon. The preſent Baron ſtill exaſpera- 
ted at what he called the diſgraceful 
8 marriage of his ſiſter, threatened her, and 
her huſband, with the effects of his ven- 

5 geance. Roſalind, actuated by too high 

2 ſpirit ſubmiſſively to crouch to her 

a 77 brother, laught at his menaces, and ſet 
them at defiance. The Baron became 

1 © ſoon after reconciled, and invited them 
ina friendly manner to his manſion, they 
5 accepted the invitation, and went to 
the caſtle with their infant ſon, but 
from thence never returned. The Ba- 
ron reported they had left the country, 
but univerſal ſuſpicion pointed at him 
as their murderer, though his vaſt pow- 
er effectually prevented any enquiry 
from taking place. But, though able 
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to ſtifle enquiry, he could not rid himſeli 2 
of the terrors that frequently haunted * 


him, he ſeldom could remain long alone, 
and ſometimes amid the hilarity of a 
feaſt, or the voluptuouſneſs of ſenſuality, 
was ſeized with a ſudden fright, follow- 
ed by an univerſal tremor, a cold ſweat 
and every ſymptom of a perturbed mind, 
and frequently when he happened to be 
by himfelf, would ſuddenly riſe from his 
ſcat, and pace the room with quick and 
agitated ſtep, looking on this ſide, and 
on that, with the moſt fearful anxiety, 
until overwhelmed by terror, he was 
forced to go in ſearch of company, 
that might relieve his mind in ſome 
meaſure from the weight that oppreſſed 
it. An unfortunate event had likewiſe 
occurred, the recollection of which ad- 
ded conſiderably to his unhappineſs, 
this was, the loſs of his daughter, 

who 


* 


P 
- 
PF, 
** 
1 N 
* 
* F 
"i 
= 
PF * 
7 
- 
* 
, — 
A * 
* 25 
. q 
AAS. 
V 
7 * 
. 
. 
"= 
* 1 
4 


r 


THE MYSTERIOVS SEAL, 55 


who in early infancy was unaccountably 
ſtolen, and had not ſince been heard of; 
of this daughter, his wife, whom he had 
married late in life, died in childbed. 
Arthur inherited all his father's vices, 
and his father's hypocriſy, and was in- 


deed the very counterpart of his parent. 
Little affection appeared between them, 
but Arthur, afraid of the effects which 
might reſult from his father's an- 
ger, conſtantly abſtained from interfer- 
ing with the gratification of his vices; 
and from the extenſive means reſorted 
to by the Baron, to enſure that gra- 
tification, the ſon enjoyed a reputation 
for virtue, which actually appeared in 
his conduct, but which only reſulted 
from a want of opportunity for the 
commiſſion of vice. To relieve the te- 
dium ariſing from the abſence of employ- 


ment, and unpoſſeſſed of any taſte for 
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literature, 
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literature, he had recourſe to mecha- 
nics, in the practice of which he ſecretly 
and frequently laboured to paſs away 
ſome portion of the time that hung heavy 
upon his hands, and became a proficient 
in moſt of its branches. 


The manſion which formed the reſi- 


dence of the Baron de Umfreville, had 
been partly pulled down and rebuilt by his 
father, according to the dictates of a ſin- 
gular taſte, and again much altered by the 
preſent inhabitant. That part known by 


the name of the Weſt Tower, was report- 


ed to be haunted, ſtrange noifes were ſaid 
to have been heard, and even ayparitions 
ſeen. It was however wholly uninhabited, 
and ſedulouſly cloſed againſt all viſitors, 
nor was 1t ever entered by the Baron, 
or any of his houſehold. The Eaſt 


Tower was appropriated to his plea- 


ſures, and inacceſſible to all but him- 
ſelf. 


* — * * POO * 8 * 3 05 
3 * 3 . 
3 Pw» F; 7 
1 7 23 8 
2 - FH 2 - 
N v 
— 


5 \ 

« "JS 4 
* 

I'S 

* 2 

X F 

T 

3 

# = 

- 4 A 

wh 8 

£20" 

k * 

. 1 +* 

) 

ST 

® = 


ſelf. In the remaining part the Baron 


THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 57 


* and his houſehold reſided; and there 


he left the lower apartments entirely to 


his retainers, except the library, which 


» 


* 


was conſtantly open, whilſt himſelf 


n 
ff 


reſided wholly in the firſt ſtory, in a 
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> ſuite of magnificent apartments, fitted 
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up under his own immediate inſpec- 


The retainers newly arrived upon the 


Baron's domains, commenced their la- 


bours under the inſpection of Colin, 
whilſt Conrad took a ſhare in the work, 


and lived as uſual with the family, but 


{till impatient concerning the myſtery 
which he ardently wiſhed- to unravel, 
he could form no plan by means of 
which a diſcovery might enſue, and the 
only remaining alternative was to truſt 
to chance. Thus day after day paſſed 
on in the fame beaten track; whilſt 
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his love for Matilda increaſed, and 
an union with the lovely maid was the 
anchor on which he reſted his expec- 
tation of happineſs. But anxious to 
diſcover the myſtery that oppreſſed him, 
he could not bear the thought of giv- 
ing up the purſuit, and though enrap- 
tured with Matilda's charms, marriage 
would have fettered his exertions, and pre- 
vented him from taking thoſe ſteps, which, 
unincumbered, an anxious curioſity might 
lead him to take. Still however he could 
not reſolve to leave her, and the con- 
tinual conteſts that enſued in his mind 
between anxious curioſity and love, 
ſubtracted from his happineſs, whilſt 
they kept him in a ſtate of conſtant per- 
plexity and ſuſpenſe, but gave riſe to 
no determination. 

Jaques, who was the valet of the Baron, 
was likewiſe a pander to his vices, and 


found 
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found it a very difficult taſk to procure 


= new, and pleaſing objects, for the gra- 


tification of the vicious paſſions of him, 
whoſe fickle and capricious temper requi- 
red a change almoſt in the very moment 
0 of enjoyment. A numerous ſeraglio 
: rendered him ſtill more faſtidious, and 
© the taſk impoſed upon Jaques had 
5 become an inſupportable burden. He 


wy thought he might perhaps find ſome 


* object worthy of regard in this point of 
view, amongſt the retainers lately ar- 
rived, and for this purpoſe directed his 
ſteps towards the newly cultivated 
ground, where he viſited every hovel 
belonging to them, but found no fe- 
male in the leaſt capable of pleaſing 
the capricious paſſions of his maſter. 
He was departing in deſpair, deter- 
mined to quit a ſervice become into- 


lerable to him, and retire to ſome diſ- 
D 6 tant 


"Rats © - - 2 cms — 


= S --- 


* 


; 


= , url 
* 
— - oo 


. 
1 


. * 
F 
— = — ** 


| 
| 
N 
N 


60 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL. 


tant country, when he recollected he 
had not viſited the habitation of Colin, 
thither he immediately repaired, and 
too ſurely obſerved the beauteous Ma- 
tilda; her fine form and lovely features, 
immediately preſented themſelves to his 
mind, as the means of reconciling him 
to the Baron, who had began to 
be diſpleaſed with what he called his 


| neglect. She was a prize which might 


probably make his fortune, and releaſe 
him for the remainder of his life, 
from the affliftions of ſervitude, He 
ſat down and entered into converſation, 
whilſt Annette invited him to partake 
of ſome refreſhment; he thanked her, 
and it was handed to him by Matilda, 
little thinking ſhe was adminiſtering 
hoſpitality to the man, who was about 
to | betray her innocence, and barter 
her virtue, Colin and Conrad were ab- 


ſent, 
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ſent, and Jaques without interruption 
converſed with Matilda and her mother. 
« This ſeemeth, fair damſel,“ ſaid he, 
c but an uncomfortable ſituation for 
« you and your mother to reſide in. 
« J think it is in my power to pro- 
« cure you a better habitation.” ©« We 
« ſhould be greatly obliged to you,” ſaid 
the unſuſpecting Annette, © we are not 
« very comfortable here, to be ſure, 
« though we have been forced to be 
«© content, for want of a better habita- 


«© tion, but I'm ſure as how, we ſhould 


© be glad to find a better cottage to 

« live in.” “ Not a doubt of it,” faid 
Jaques, and it ſeemeth ro me that 
“ your huſband, as an overſeer, and one 
ce of the chief retainers of our gracious 
e Lord the Baron, ought to have apart- 
« ments appropriated for him in the caſ- 
« tle,” «© La ſir,” ſaid Annette, «© you. 


« joke, 
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te joke, ſuch humble folk as us are not fit 
ce to live in the caſtle.” ] think,” ſaid 
Matilda, © as we are perfectly content in 
« ourpreſentreſidence, we cannot be more 
« happy, in the moſt ſplendid palace 
© upon earth; and therefore the change 
« would not be ſo much for our advan- 
cc tage.” «Tt ſeemeth to me, fair damſel,” 
replied Jaques, “you are miſtaken, you 
ce would aſſuredly be better content with 
« ſnug comfortable apartments in the 
tc caſtle, than with this mud built hovel, 


A 


te that ſcarcely keeps itſelf up againſt 
« the driving of the ſtorm; but more 
« of this another time, I will for the 
ce preſent take my leave, in a few days 
cc your cottage ſhall again contain me, and 
« you will perhaps accept the offer which 
ce has only your good in view.” With this 
reply, he departed, leaving Annette and 
Matilda ſurprized at the intereſt he 

ſeemed 
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ſeemed to take in their welfare. As yet 
they were ignorant of his character and 
moſt deteſtable office; they only knew - 
him as the valet and confident of the 
Baron. 

Colin-and Conrad, upon returning to 
the cottage, were made acquainted with 
what had paſſed, and Colin leapt for 
Joy at the thought of becoming an in- 
mate of the caſtle, and partaking of good 
cheer, to which at preſent he was a ſtran- 
ger. Veniſon paſties, ſtrong humming ale, 
and clouted cream, filled his imagination, 
and left no void for any other ſenſation, 
Conrad rejoiced too at the change ; for 
every variety in his ſituation afforded 
him a ſubje& for joy: the diſcovery, 
which he thought himſelf deſtined to 
make, continually preſented itſelf to his 
mind, and at every alteration wrought 
by chance in the chequered ſcene of his 
| exiſtence, 
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exiſtence, hope clung faſt to his mind, 
and flattered him he muſt aſſuredly at- 
tain the object of his ſearch ; but ſtill 
the invitation cauſed ſome flight ſuſpi- 
cious fear to ariſe in his breaſt : he feared 
ſhe might become the prey of a titled 
ſeducer, to whom her beauty would be 
a powerful temptation ; he feared ſome 
fortunate rival might deprive him for 
ever of her affections, and render him 
miſerable and forlorn, deprived of the 
only object upon which he founded his 
hopes of happineſs. A thouſand fears 
agitated his boſom; a thoufand anxieties 
crouded thick into his mind ; he wiſhed 
they might remaia where they were, but 
the myſterious circumſtances relating to 
himſelf ruſhed upon his recollection. He 
could not hope to develope them by re- 
maining ſtationary in a hovel, labouring 
day after day in the ſame beaten track ; 
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it was only by becoming an actor in a 
variety of ſituations, he could have a 
chance in his favour of making any diſ- 


covery.* Thus vibrating in reſolution, 

he ſtill remained in ſuſpenſe, and was 
driven forward by paſling circumſtances, 
Jaques no ſooner was ſummoned to 

the Baron, for the purpoſe of aſſiſting 

him in dreſſing, than he began Good 

« my Lord, I have ſeen a damſel this 

= © morning, who feemeth to me worthy 
3 « of your Lordſhip's attention,” — 
What! I ſuppoſe,” replied the Baron, 
« one of thoſe ordinary creatures you 
te have been lately in the habit of in- 
te troducing to me; but I will no longer 
ce ſilently ſuffer your neglect and in- 
e attention; the dungeons below are 
te ready for the reception of thoſe of my 
* houſhold who negle& their duty, do 
« you hear ??—*© Good my Lord, let 
cc me 


A 
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me intreat your Lordſhip to ſuſpend 
ce your anger for a moment: The dam- 
« {el I allude to is framed by the beauti- 
fulleſt mechaniſm of nature - the roſes 
and the lilies are continually eonteſt- 
e ing which ſhall enjoy the ſuperiority 
c in her countenance; her features are 
© regularly proportioned to each other, 


A 


0 


* 


cc 


ce and are ſingly formed according to 


ce the line and rule of beauty; her eyes 
ce ſparkle as the diamond]; her lips are 


tc as coral; and her teeth, in even rows, 


*« appear like newly - poliſhed ivory; her 
* form is delicate and well proportioned. 
In ſhort, my Lord, ſhe is a perfect 
beauty.“ The quaint deſcription given 
by Jaques inflamed the imagination of the 
Baron. * If,” ſaid he, © ſhe is all that you 
« aflert, and you betray her to my arms, 
« your reward ſhall be ample, it ſhall be 
every thing you can wiſh for.''—— 
« Thanks, 
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Thanks, my good Lord, a thouſand 
thanks for your Kindneſs ;—but a 
thought ſtrikes me, your Lordſhip 
ſhall ſee her yourſelf; I can eaſily in- 
troduce you in diſguiſe into the cot- 
tage of Colin as a brother domeſtic of 
your houſhold. '—* Let it be ſoy” re- 


plied che Baron; I will diſguiſe myſelt, 


ec 


cc 


«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


c 


and we will depart immediately. 
Stay, my good Lord ; permit your 
ſervant to ſay a word: Only a ſhort 
time has paſſed ſince I was at the 
cottage ; if I return again ſo quickly, 
it will appear ſtrange, and they will 
peradventure have ſome ſuſpicion.” — 


True, Jaques; I had forgotten that 


circumſtance : it ſhall be to-morrow 
morning.” 


& I will attend your 
Lordſhip to the reſidence of the fair 
damſel whenever I receive your Lord- 


ſhip's command for that purpoſe.” 
Jaques 
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Jaques ſubmiſſively quitted his haughty 
maſter, and immediately ran to Mar- 
garet, a fellow ſervant, for whom he had 


long entertained an affection. My dear £ 
cc Margaret,” uttered the Joyful Jaques, al 
“ let us congratulate ourſelves ; my for- ä 


** 2 * No 1 5 


©« tune is made for ever!“ — How, 
« in the name of wonder, is that?” 
replied Margaret, ſurprized. Jaques 
was confounded : he was about to play 
a villainous part; he was about to be- 
come the betrayer of innocence and vir- 
| tue to the vileſt of purpoſes ; and he was 
_ aſhamed to avow the act. His joy at 
| the proſpect of becoming free from the 
trammels of a ſervitude he deteſted had 
overbalanced his judgment, He now E: 
| only ſaid, in return to the queſtion of 4 
Margaret, „In conſideration of my | 
| ce faithful and long-continued ſervices, 

« his Lordſhip means to reward me 
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« handſomely, and enable me to live 
« without being under the neceſſity of 
« continuing in ſervitude.” « And 
© what deed art thou to do, Jaques, to 
ce gain that reward?” The confuſion of 
Jaques increaſed. © It is for my paſt 
te ſervices, my dear Margaret, and not 
ce for any other deed, that I am about 
ce to be rewarded.” The doubts ex- 
preſſed upon Margaret's countenance, 
and the conſciouſneſs of guilt which 
haunted the mind of Jaques, deſtroyed 
the pleaſure which had before filled his 
imagination, and made him recoil with 
horror from the contemplation of the 
character he was about to act; but the 
proſpect of the wealth and independence 


he ſhould acquire, by rendering himſelf 
ſubſervient to the gratification of his 


maſter's paſſions, and the certain loſs he 


ſhould experience by not proceeding to 


the 
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the completion of the deed he had under- 
taken to perform, ruſhed in full force 
upon his mind, and, after a ſhort ſtruggle, 
expelled the remorſe he had began to feel, 
and ſtimulated him to advance in the path 
he had entered, Margaret perceived the 
| abſence which he diſplayed whilſt this 
conflict between virtue and ſordid intereſt 
occupied his mind, and ſuſpected ſome 
evil deed was in agitation ; but Jaques, 
aſhamed of the confuſion and abſence of 
mind he had exhibited, aroſe, and, with 
an affected ſmile and tender ſqueeze of 
the hand, took his leave. 

The Baron frequently ſince his laſt 
interview with Jaques had thought of 
the fair one, of whom the latter had 
given a deſcription. This, quaint as it 
was, being uttered with a peculiar degree 
of warmth, had inſpired Umfreville with 
ideas of the beauty of Matilda, which, 
| at 
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at every repetition became ſtronger and 
more vivid, and rendered him fretfully 
impatient for the arrival of the hour 
when he was to be gratified by a ſight of 
the lovely object. Thus impatiently 
anxious, he aroſe at an early hour, ſent 
for Jaques, and arranged with him the 
manner of his diſguiſe, which was ſettled 
in a ſhort time, but not ſoon enough for 
the impatience of the Baron, At length 
they ſallied forth together, the Baron be- 
ing habited in the dreſs of one of his own 
retainers; and tho' ſome ſhare of dignity 
was impreſſed upon his countenance, yet it 
was ſo much mixed with meanneſs as to 
detract nothing from the ſuppoſition of 
his being nothing more than a ſuperior 
domeſtic of the Baron de Unmfreville. 
The fineneſs of the morning formed a 
ſtriking contraſt with the dark. purpoſe 
of their minds; and it cannot be won- 
dered 
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dered at, if they had no reliſh for any 
of the numerous beauties of Nature, 
which ſpontaneouſly courted their obſer- 
vation; the louring gloom, or the tem- 
peſt's roar, would have been more in 
uniſon with their feelings, and congenial 


Matilda was ſitting at the door of the 
cottage, enjoying the beauties which 


beamed in the ſurrounding proſpect; the 


beautiful and ſublime were happily 
blended, and by their intimate union 
increaſed the pleaſure ariſing from the 
contemplation of each. Fields culti- 
vated and fertile formed the fore ground 
of the picture, through which a ſmall 
river ſlowly meandering, added a freſh- 
neſs that delighted the imagination, 
whilſt it gratified the ſenſes. Behind, 
hills clothed with wood and covered with 
verdure, formed the aſcending ſteps to 

the 
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the back ground of the landſcape, which 
conſiſted of mountains rugged and rocky, 


whoſe tops were loſt in vapour, ard 
whoſe ſides were deſtitute of fertility. 
Jaques and the Baron walked leiſurely 
on, as if taking a walk, allured by the 
beauty of the morning, until they ap- 
proached the ſpot where the innocent 
unſuſpecting Matilda ſat muſing upon the 
ſcene before her. The approach of 
ſtrangers rouſed her from her reverie. 
The. Baron no ſooner ſaw the beautiful 
Matilda, than ſhe appeared every thing 
that Jaques had related of her, every 
thing that his own inflamed imagination 
had pourtrayed her, and even conſidera- 
bly more. © So, fair damſel,“ ſaid 
Jaques, © you ſeem to be employed 
te in the ſame manner that we are, con- 
* templating the beauties of the morn- 
e ing.” Matilda replied by courteouſly 
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inviting them into the cottage; an invita- 
tion which they did not heſitate to ac- 
cept. Annette ſet before them ſome re- 
freſhment, the Baron gazed upon Matilda 
and was filent. Jaques was about to men- 


tion again his propoſition for them to 


quit the cottage, and accept apartments 
in the caſtle, when an unexpected acci- 
dent favoured his deſign. The cottage 
had been built in a great hurry, and of 
materials not properly prepared, in con- 
ſequence of which, whilſt the Baron and 
Jaques were there, one of the main ſup- 
ports of the building ſuddenly gave way. 
A loud crack informed the party of 
their danger, and ſcarcely were they ſafe 
in the open air, than it fell and was in 
an inſtant a heap of ruins. Annette 
ſcreamed, and loudly lamented the de- 
ſpoiling of her furniture; Matilda ſighed 
and lamented the deſtruction of the 
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dwelling, which had now become dear to 
her; whilſt the Baron-and Jaques, though 


4 apparently ſympathizing with the diſ- 
treſſed females, ſecretly exulted at the 


opportunity it afforded of furthering their 
iniquitous purpoſe. Jaques without he- 
ſitation offered them apartments in the 
caſtle, adding, © I am ſure my Lord, 
* the Baron, is of too good and humane 
« .a diſpoſition, to have the leaſt objec- 
« tion to ſuch an arrangement: Is he 
« not Pierre?” addreſſing himſelf to the 
Baron, who readily anſwered in the af- 
firmative. There was now no alterna- 
tive, they muſt either accept the offer or 
have the ground for their bed, and the 
ſtars for their covering; it was of courſe 
accepted, and it was agreed that Jaques 
ſhould ſend ſome of the inferior domeſtics 
at the caſtle, to affiſt in extricating the 
furniture'from the rubbiſh, and that An- 
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nette and Matilda ſhould wait the arrival 
of Colin and Conrad, that they might all 
depart together for the caſtle ; where it 
was promiſed by Jaques, that apartments 
ſhould immediately be fitted up for them, 
obſerving, that my Lord 'the Baron 
would exult in the thought of making a 
virtuous family comfortable and happy. 
« Not a doubt of it,” ſaid the diſguiſed 
Baron, © and you may reſt aſſured 
« of enjoying there, a permanent and 
te comfortable reſidence.” The pro- 
poſition of Jaques having thus been ac- 
cepted, himſelf and the Baron imme- 
diately took their leave, the latter re- 
Joicing that chance had ſo far favoured 


his deſigns, as to cover with a ſpecious 


and amiable pretext, the invitation of 
Matilda to the Caſtle ; an event which 
was exactly the identical circumſtance, 


' neceſſary as a preliminary to the plan he 


began 
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began already to form, for the ſeduction 
of Matilda. Jaques could with diffi- 
culty conceal his joy ; the prize of plenty 
and independence preſented itſelf to his 
mind, and excluded every other con- 
ſideration. At length they arrived at 
the Caſtle, and the aſſumed domeſtic be- 
came once more the haughty and pow- 
erful Baron de Umfteville. 

Apartments adjoining thoſe occupied 
by Jaques, were appropriated to the uſe 
of the new inhabitants, which they took 
poſſeſſion of on their arrival. All of 
them were pleaſant; but that which was 
given to Matilda enjoyed the moſt beau- 
tiful proſpect. Conrad, with his uſual 
curioſity, wandered over all the apart- 
ments that were acceſſible to his view; 
but ſeveral yet remained which he had no 
opportunity of inſpecting, and his cu- 
rioſity remained ſtill excited. He re- 

„ Joiced 
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Joiced at his arrival, imagining it might 
be a ſtep towards the end he had in view, 
but anxiety for Matilda conſiderably 
abated his joy. 


- 
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CHAP. III. 


- 


HE Baron refie&ing upon the for- 

mer ſituation of Matilda, and the 
want of education which mult be viſible 
in her conduct, determined to add the 
accompliſhments of mind ro corporeal 
beauty, and by employing the ableſt maſ- 
ters the age afforded, to give an elegant 
poliſh to her manners, and render her a 
proficient in the polite arts; by means of 
which her perſonal beauty would become 
more falcinating and voluptuouſly en- 
chanting. His only deſign concealed 
E 4 under 
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under this apparent act of kindneſs, be- 
ing to render the gratifications of ſenſe 
more poignant, and add to their voluptu- 
ouſneſs, by making the accompliſhments 
of mind ſubſervient to their demands. 
But to employ means for the accom- 
pliſhment of Matilda alone, would have 
diſplayed a very ſuſpicious appearance, 
as he underſtood from what was ſaid at 
the time the cottage tumbled into ruins, 
that Colin had a ſon, He therefore 
reſolved to ſend for Colin, who knowing 
not for what purpoſe he was wanted, 
was uſhered trembling into the preſence 
of his Lord, and hardly dared to lift up 
his eyes to the contemplation of the 
being, who in magnificent ſtate was ſeated 
before him, and who immediately ad- 
dreſſed him thus, “ Colin, you have been 
ce a faithful retainer to me, you have 
ce rendered ſervices which I think deſerve 

a higher 
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te a higher reward than you have hitherto, 
% enjoyed.” Colin bowed, and endea- 
voured to ſtammer out an awkward ac- 
knowledgment; the Baron continued, © I 
« am informed you have a ſon and daugh- 
« ter; of the beauty of the latter, and 
© of the good underſtanding of both, I 
« have heard much, and have determin- 
« ed, in conſequence of what I have 
c heard, and your faithful ſervices, to 
« releaſe you from all labour for the re- 
« mainder of your life, and by means of 
© the beſt preceptors the country affords, + wv 
e to educate your ſon and daughter in k 
« all thoſe accompliſhments, which it 
* has hitherto been conſidered the ex- 
« cluſive privilege of nobility to poſſeſs 
« and diſplay.” Colin was ſtruck dumb 
with aſtoniſhment, and knew not how to 
expreſs his gratitude, he made many 
awkward attempts, but the Baron knew 
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the fell purpoſe of his mind, and wiſhed 
not to hear thanks of which conſcious 
guilt told him. he was undeſerving, but 
immediately diſmiſſed Colin to his own 
reflections. He had now aſcended an 
important ſtep towards his purpoſe, he. 
had ſecured the wondering gratitude of 
Colin, and his family, which there was 
every probability would inſpire them 
with a veneration for his character, and 

render them blind to his ſiniſter deſigns, 
Colin returned to his family in an 
extaſy of joy, he danced and capered 
and ſung, until Annette and Matilda and 
Conrad, all concluded he had been 
ſeized with a ſudden fit of inſanity. 
Conrad took hold of him, and endea- 
voured to ſoothe his mind to reſt, but 
Colin ſtill jumped and roared until 
breathleſs and exhauſted ; he at laſt fat 
down impelled by fatigue in the midſt 
| of 
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of his wondering family, and related the 
events which had given riſe to ſuch a 
paroxyſm of tumultuous joy. In the 
concluſion of his relation, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to Conrad, he faid, © I did not 
tell his lordſhip that you was not my 
« ſon, ſo you know you can profit by 


« the opportunity.” The idea of being 


no longer in a ſtate of labouring ſer- 
vitude, and of ſeeing her daughter 
decked in all the accompliſhments and 


\ graces of a lady, took excluſive pol- 


ſeſſion of the mind of Annette, and made 
her alternately laugh and cry, unable 
to moderate the ſenſations of joy, that 
agitated. her mind. Matilda received 
the intelligence with unfeigned ſatisfac- 


tion, but a doubt at the inſtant aroſe 


in her mind, relative to the intentions 
of the Baron, in performing an act of 
ſuch apparent kindneſs and benevolence, 
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It was an act ſo oppoſite to the general 
tenor of his character, that ſhe was at 
a loſs to what motive to aſſign it ; but 


the purity of her own intentions, and 


the goodneſs of her heart, would not. 


permit her to arraign the motives of 
another, and ſhe contented herſclf with 
1mputing his conduct to a ſudden ray 
of benevolence, darting through the ge- 
neral gloom of his mind, or to a change 
beginning to operate in his character, 
of which this was the firſt forerunner ; 


the latter became her favoured ſuppo- 


fition, ſhe loved to contemplate the 
bright fide of human affairs, and dwelt 
with complacency upon the idea of a 
haughty and vicious tyrant becoming on 
a ſudden, a kind and beneficent maſter, 
The mind of Conrad was not ſo com- 
placently charitable to the intentions of 
the Baron ; there appeared to him a 
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cloven foot beneath the lovely garb 
of benevolence. 'The offer, which Jaques 
(the known confidant of the Baron, and 
as report had ſince whiſpered him, the pan- 
der of his vices,) had made previouſly to 
the ruin of the cottage, of apartments 
in the caſtle for Colin and his family, 
added to the preſent apparently kind 
and beneficent a&, inſpired his mind 
with ſuſpicions, which when he contem- 
plated the beauty of Matilda, and the 
character of the Baron, met with con- 
firmation ſtrong. He muſed upon the 
ſubject, and determined to profit by the 
inſtructions of the preceptors deſtined 
for him by the Baron, whilſt he keenly 
and circumſpectly watched the conduct 
of the latter relative to Matilda, and 
warned her from time to time of the 
dangers that environed her. 
Preceptors were procured, and Mar- 


garet 
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garet was appointed to attend on Ma- 
tilda as her ſervant, The lovely Ma- 
tilda, with quick perceptions, and a 
fine underſtanding, ſoon became a pro- 
ficient in every polite accompliſhment, 
muſic and dancing ſhe acquired: with 
rapidity, and in her execution diſplayed 
a grace peculiarly her own; with a little 
aſſiſtance, but principally by means of 
her great natural powers, ſhe became 
learned in Latin and Greek, and having 
conſtant acceſs to the library of the 
Baron, taſted and enjoyed all the beauties 
of the poets and orators, with whoſe works 
it was adorned, which added increaſing 
vigour to the naturally fine taſte Matilda 
already poſſeſſed ; whilſt the ſtrong in- 
tellectual powers of Conrad eagerly de- 
voured, and healthfully digeſted every 
particle of knowledge, that was offered 
to their graſp. He alſo became an ar- 
dent 
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dent admirer of the Latin and Greek 
authors, a knowledge of whole language 
he rapidly acquired; and frequently 
would Matilda and himſelf remain for 


hours in the library, with their minds 
abſtracted from every other ſubject, and 
active alone in literature, The father 


of the preſent Baron, was a man of 

no mean literary attainments, and took 
a a pleaſure in collecting every manu- 
ſcript that was likely. to repay the trou- 
ble of attention, which he read with 
avidity, and ſtudied with the greateſt aſ- 


ſiduity. A new day of literature had 


began to dawn upon Europe, and with 
delightful complacency he watched the 
progreſs of its riſing ſun, Pity that 
his learning and his talents had not mo- 
derated the pride which ſwelled in his 
boſom, and harſhly diſplayed itſelf in his 
conduct, Dying at an age when many 
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men are in the prime of life, he left 
his library a monument of his taſte and 
his learning, and a fon the reverſe of 
himſelf, at leaſt in literary defires, who 
attentive only to the turbulent gratifica- 
tions of ſenſe, or the noiſy din of war- 
like atchievements, had not the leaſt 
reliſh for the calmer and more pure enjoy- 
ments of literature. He looked down. 
with meffable contempt upon its pur- 
ſuits, and ſince the death of his father, 
had never viſited his library. His heir 
equally ſenſual, and equally averſe to 
literary occupation, fince the days of 
pupillage, had never employed an hour 
in the cultivation of literature, Con- 
rad and Matilda remained thus undiſ— 
turbed in poſſeſſion of the library, 
where day after day, they together read, 
muſed, and reflected; now with Homer 
— to the ſublimeſt heights of ima- 
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gination, accompanying Virgil through 
fields of delightful and varied ſcenery, 
or catching with rapture the poetic 
fire of Horace; now unfolding the hiſ- 
toric page, to experience the mingled 
ſenſations of horror and delight, com- 
placency and regret, and now amid 
the contemplations of philoſophy, im- 


bibing acuteneſs of judgment, and 


comprehenſion of underſtanding. 

The knowledge Matilda thus acqui- 
red was more than the Baron intended ; 
he only wiſhed her to become a pro- 
ficient in muſic, ſinging, and dancing, 
and the graces of polite demeanor and 
converſation, that in the intervals of 
languor, the exerciſe of her accompliſh- 
ments might ſerve as a new enjoy- 
ment, and whilſt they prevented the 
wearineſs attendant upon the languid 
ſeaſations of ſatiety, might operate as a 
ſtimulus 
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ſtimulus, and rouſe the ſated volup- 
tuary to new enjoyment, With this 
view, ſeveral females had been educated 
at the expence of the Baron, and now 
reſided in the Eaſt Tower of his man- 
fon, ſubſervient to his call, and ſubmiſ- 
five to his will, But even variety it- 
ſelf had loſt its charms by repetition, 
and in ſpite of his voluptuous care, 
fatiery, and diſguſt, added to remorſe, 
with all their accumulated horrors em- 
bittered his moments, and to every 
languid hour attached its attendant 
miſery. But deſpiſing penitence, and 
endeavouring by ſtill deeper draughts 
of ſenſuality to intoxicate his mind, and 
deaden his. feelings, he impatiently 
waited for the completion of Matilda's 
education, when her beauty and graceful 
accompliſhments might bury in obli- 
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vion, at leaſt for the moment, the gloomy 
horrors of his mind. 

Her preceptors endeavoured with con- 
ſummate art to ſeduce her mind from 
the contemplation of virtue, and to unite 
a paſſive voluptuouſneſs, with an active 
deſire to pleaſe, but their efforts were 
vain. A natural delicacy of ſentiment 
averted her mind with horror from the 
conſideration of vice, and not only de- 
prived their inſidious precepts of the in- 
tended effect, but wreſted them to the 
purpoſes of virtue and innocent amuſe- 
ment. It was Conrad who enabled her 
to dive into the depths of philoſophy, 
and feaſt upon the ſtores of literature, 
The Baron, to ſhield his deſigns from 
obſervation, had been compelled to em- 
ploy preceptors capable of- initiating her 
ſuppoſed brother into the learning of the 
age, From them he quickly derived 
: the 
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the acquirements of language, and thoſe 
he conſtantly imparted to his beloved 
Matilda, until ſhe alſo was capable of 
partaking in the enjoyments of literature, 
and though not poſſeſſed of the ſame 
ſtrength of intellect, derived an equal 
degree of pleaſure from the participa- 

tion, | 
Conrad who, at the firſt ſound of the 
Baron's determination, had perceived his 
ſiniſter intentions, and from the tendency 
of the ſentiments which the inſtructors 
of Matilda frequently endeavoured to in- 
fuſe into her mind, became confirmed in 
his ſuppoſitions, frequently warned her 
of the danger attendant upon her beauty. 
But Matilda, happy in the enjoyments 
of literature, and the ſociety of Conrad, 
ſaw no danger immediately in view, and 
attributed the friendly warning of Conrad 
to a tender ſolicitude for her welfare, 
which 
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which made: his perceptions outſtrip the 
actual exiſtence of circumſtances. Conrad, 
however, thought much and deeply upon 
her ſituation. The danger with which 
her virtue was threatened, was to him 
evident. Her father was too much ab- 
ſorbed in the gratifications of the mo- 
ment, to poſſeſs a mind capable of re- 
flection, added to this, the kindneſs of 
the Baron had lulled him into ſecurity, 
and he would not have believed that he 
aimed at the ſeduction of his daughter. 
Colin was open and free, a lover of good 
living, and a votary of Bacchus. His 
breakfaſt was no ſooner finiſhed, than he 
thought of his dinner, and to prevent 
the tedium of expectation, would now 
and then, to paſs away time, take a co- 
pious draught of good ale. His dinner 
ended, he began to think of his ſupper, 
frequent libations of ale ſerved to fill up 
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the vacant hours until he again ſat down 
to the covered table, when a little eating, 
and more copious libations of ale finiſhed 
him for the night, and left him juſt ſenſe 
enough to guide himſelf to bed. Whilſt 
Colin had regular employment, and li- 
mited means, he was ſober and diligent; 
want of mechanical labour left him with- 
cout any reſource to paſs away the tedi- 
ous hours, and the plenty before him, 
added to his natural love of good liv- 
ing, made him a glutton and a ſot. The 
mind of Annette was not equal to the 
foreſight of Matilda's danger, and Con- 
rad alone was her guardian and her 
friend. Frequently would he ſtray with 
his lovely charmer at the decline of day, 
and whilſt they watched the ſetting ſun 
gradually ſinking beneath the horizon, 
until the lengthened ſhadows were loſt in 
twilight, Conrad would remark upon the 
beauties 
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beauties of the proſpect; then fixing his 
eyes upon Matilda, imagination took 
flight, and already he ſaw her bereft of 


her innocence, a prey to the ſeductive 


arts of the Baron, Horror in the thought, 
he would involuntarily ſhudder, and 
awake from a deep reverie, of which he 
had been uneonſcious. Matilda obſerved 
theſe frequent fits of abſence, and won- 
dered at the cauſe. He became penſive 
and ſad, and frequently revolved in his 
mind the means of reſcuing his beloved 
Matilda from the danger which awaited 
her, but irreſolution hovered over him, 
and he could determine on no plan, 
through the means of which ſhe might 
eſcape, It would perhaps have been 
difficult to have carried any into effect: 
to convince Colin and Annette of its ex- 
pediency, would have been abſolutely 
impoſſible, 
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impoſſible, and to attempt it without their 
knowledge, muſt be futile and abſurd, 
| Matilda by her gentle temper and 
amiable demeanour, had won the heart 
of Margaret, whom Jaques frequently 
| viſited; reſerve was not in his nature, 
and frequently he would talk to her 
of the independence he expected, when a 
happy union ſhould crown his love.— 
Margaret interrogated him concerning 
the ſource from whence he looked for his 
wealth to ariſe; and Jaques would fre- 
quently utter half ſentences, which 
created wonder and ſurprize in her 
mind, and made her ' ponder upon 
his words, until ſhe could no longer aſ- 
ſign them any meaning, But he had 
juſt reſolution enough to refrain from 
informing her of the Baron's real deſigns 
relative to Matilda; and the latter was 
led inſenſibly to the brink of the preci- 


pice 


, 
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pice whilſt imagining ſhe was fill upon 
ſure ground, The Baron had frequent- 


ly employed himſelf in conſidering what 


ſhould be the manner of his firſt inter- 
view with Matilda, A formal intro- 
duction would at once have betrayed his 
intentions, whilſt he recollected his pro- 
miſe to Jaques, and wiſhed if poſſible 
to evade its performance by adminiſtering 
in this caſe to himſelf, without being in- 
debted to his valet for any further exer- 
tions, or become dependent upon him 
for the concealment of any ſecret, At 
length he determined to meet her, as if 
accidentally, and thus begin a conver- 
ſation. With this intention, he deſcend- 
ed from his magnificent apartments, and 
frequently walked about for a conſider- 
able time, to the no ſmall terror of his 
domeſtics, who with palpitating hearts ran 
quickly out of his way, and ſheltered 

F themſelves 


= 


— 


— — * * 
> oY. 4 


— bd N 7 S 


—_ — 


_ — 


= 


7 
14 
Þ - « 


*£ | 


— — 
* 


0 ww. 
= = 
— #4 

—— Ws - 
— * 


T 
0 
G 
| - 
N o 
* 
o 
* 
oy * 
* 


== . == 
* $ _ - 


_ 


4 


98 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 


themſelves in their reſpective apartments. 


But Matilda was not to be met with. 


Had he walked into his library he would 
have found her; but that was a place 
where he had not the moſt diſtant ex- 
pectation of ſeeing her, and the love of 
literature never tempted him to enter 
within its walls, Here frequently Ma- 
tilda and Conrad fat treaſuring in their 
memories the truths of hiſtory and of 


ſcience, or incorporating with their re- 


flections the maxims of virtue and of 
morality ; whilſt the man who intended 
to become the deliberate ſeducer of Ma- 
tilda, paced before the door with ſolemn 
ſtep and a mind alternately ſoothed by 
pleaſing expectation, and agitated by 
dreadful remembrances; and often though 
intent upon the contemplation of the 
beautiful object who had - faſcinated his 
ſenſes, a ſudden and gloomy horror 
15 would 
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would dart acroſs his mind, ſtarting and 
looking back with affrighted air, he was 
loth to turn again and continue his walk. 
Matilda never quitted the library till the 
Baron had retired to dinner, and thus for 
the preſent ſhe eſcaped him, 

Arthur de Umfreville had ranged himſelf 
with a body of his father's retainers under 
the royal ſtandard, and had been abſent 
from his paternal manſion during the 
whole period of Matilda's reſidence at . 
the caſtle. He now. led home the dimi- 
niſhed numbers of thoſe who had accom- 
panied him, and arriving late in the 
evening, the ſetting ſun had already be- 
gan to gild the diſtant ſpire, and the wea- 
ried labourers upon his father's extenſive 
domains to anticipate the domeſtic com- 
forts of the cottage, when Arthur at the 
head of the retainers of Umfreville, ap- 
proached the caſtle where the Baron had 
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long expected him, and now came forth 
with every ſplendour of dreſs and pomp 
of attendance to meet the heir of his 
houſe. Neither poſſeſſed thoſe delicate 
and refined feelings which could engraft 
the complacency of delight upon their 
interview, and after a formal and cere- 
monious reception the retainers who had 
followed Arthur were diſmiſſed, and he 
rode with his father ſlowly to the caſtle, 


| which after a ſhort converſation he quitted 
to take a walk in the environs. The 


evening was peculiarly inviting, the ſun 
being now ſet, and a coolneſs diffuſed 
through the atmoſphere, which, after the 
heat of the day, attached the moſt pleaſing 
ſenſations to every beautiful proſpect 


that caught the eye. Proceeding with- 


out any ſettled purpoſe he arrived at a 
hill, up which he aſcended, where on its 
ſummit ſat Conrad and Matilda in earneſt 

converſation, 
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converſation. The beauty of the latter 
bereft him of all power to move; he 
gazed in rapture, devoured every charm, 
and dwelt upon every feature. Matilda 
happening to caſt her eyes towards the 
tpot where he ſtood, and perceiving a 
youth in the warlike habiliments of a 
chief, intently gazing upon her, bluſhed 
and became confuſed. Conrad directing 
his ſight to the ſame place glanced it upon 
Arthur, and immediately recollected his 
perſon. Obſerving his eager looks directed 
towards Matilda, he immediately aroſe, 
and ſeizing her hand raiſed her from the 
ground, and led her back towards the 
caſtle, ſeeming not to have obſerved the 
heir of Umfreville. Arthur followed 
them at a diſtance, and at length ſaw 
them enter the caſtle. Upon the rack tobe- 
come acquainted with the name and ſitua- 
tion of the intereſting female whoſe charms 
1 had 
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had faſcinated his mind, he eagerly bent 
his ſteps homewards, where he no ſooner 
arrived than he ſent for Jaques and anxi- 
' . oufly enquired who it was he had ſo 
ardently gazed at. Jaques was ſome- 
what embarraſſed by the eagerneſs with 
which the enquiry was made, but at 
length informed him ſhe was educating 
at the expence and under the protection 
of his father. Arthur knew too well 
the meaning thoſe words were intended 
to convey, and ſighed at the anſwer he 
received, The expreſſive beauty of Ma- 
tilda had fired his breaſt with a paſſion 
which he perhaps might call love, but 
which an obſerver of human nature, criti- 
cally exact in appropriating to each ſen- 
ſation of the mind its true denomination, 
would have deſcribed by another name. 
The reply of Jaques conveyed to the 
mind of Arthur a diſappointment of thoſe 

hopes 


THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 103 


hopes which he had inſtantaneouſly form- 
ed at the moment of contemplating the 


charms of the lovely Matilda, He be- 
came abſorbed in reverie, repeatedly re- 


volving in his mind the probabilities of 


gratifying that paſſion which agitated 
his breaſt; he could form no ſpecific 
plan, but ſtill thought it was poſſible to 
convey her ſecretly away to ſome place 
where ſhe might remain concealed from 
the knowledge of his father, and he 
remain ignorant of the perſon who had 
wreſted her from his graſp. But, alas! 
he only thought of reſcuing her from 
the abyſs into which The was in dan- 
ger of being plunged, to daſh her 
down the precipice that frowned terrifi- 


cally at her ſide; his only object was to 
ſatiate thoſe paſſions which in common 


with his father he poſſeſſed, and to the 
gratification of which, in common with his 


father, no principle of virtue hindered 
F4 him 
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him from giving an unlimited rein. 
But it was at beſt a romantic ſcheme ; 
his father was too eagle-eyed in every 
circumſtance that concerned his ſenſual! 
enjoyments, to allow much hope of its 
ſucceſs, whilſt a diſcovery would expoſe 
him to all the effects of that anger which 
he deprecated and feared, Agitated and 
diſappointed he paced about the room, 
with now hurried, now flow ſtep, and 
could not refolve upon any plan by means 
of which his own baſe purpoſes might 
ſucceed in preference to thoſe of his fa- 
ther. | 
The night- was ſpent in perturbed 
ſleep, the morn ſummoned' him to the 
chace; its hurry and buſtle, its cheer- 
fulneſs and its hope,. for a while baniſhed 
from his rind the lovely image that 
haunted his repoſe, but again arriving 
within the walls of the caſtle it returned 
with 
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with redoubled force; with anxious eager- 
neſs he had entered the manſion in hopes 
of meeting with Matilda, difappointed- 
in the expectation he walked backwards 
and forwards abſorbed in thought, ſcarcely 
conſcious of his movements until he for- 
got the hour of dinner, The Baron con- 
cluding he was detained by the length of 
the purſuit, waited a little time, and at 
length ſuppoſing it would be uſeleſs to 
detain the dinner longer, as his ſon might 
have been led to a great diſtance by the 
ſuperior fleetneſs of the ſtag, ſat down to 
table. Arthur was ſtill pacing below, 
abſorbed in reverie, and did not obſerve 
Conrad paſs him; Matilda happened to 
remain a minute or two longer than her 
lover, and then quitted the library for the 
purpoſe of returning to the apartments 
of her parents ; it was juſt at the moment 
ſhe had ſhut the library door that Arthur 
F 5 arrived 
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arrived at the ſpot; he ftarted at the 
ſight of her, but immediately recollected 
himſelf - and addreſſed her, © Lovely 
ce Damſel” he began; Matilda had turned 
towards her apartments, when the ſound 
of a voice induced her to turn again her 
face, and ſtarting at the ſight of the Ca- 
valier, whom ſhe had obſerved gazing ſo 
intently upon her the day before, he con- 
tinued, . Lovely Damſel, your exquiſite 
te beauty diffuſes a cheerfulneſs through- 
« out the caſtle, which diſſipates all irg 
e former gloom.” Matilda bluſhed and 
curtſied; © it is a phenomenon I little 
« expected to contemplate upon my arri- 
« val here after the fatigues of warlike 


« atchievements, but for thoſe labours 


te the pleaſing ſenſations it creates are an 


« ample remuneration,” Matilda bluſhed 


more deeply, the lilies of her face were 
tinged with the bluſh of the roſe-bud, 
and 
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and her beauty was heightened by the 


confuſion ; the ſtyle of hyperbolical com- 
pliment, with which ſhehad been addreſſed, 
was novel and unexpected; ſhe knew not 
what to anſwer, nor the obje& of ſuch 
an addreſs : he ſtill continued, “ the ſight 
tc of ſo lovely a Damſel is indeed unex- 
e pected; to what cauſe am I to attri- 
« bute your cheering appearance in this 
e diſmal manſion.” Matilda was unac- 


quainted with the perſon of the heir of 


Umfreville, but, ſurprized at his queſ- 


tion, ſhe ventured to ſpeak in return, 


© May I aſk, Sir, the name of the Cheva- 


cc ljer who hath honoured me with this 


ce notice.” © I am the only ſon of the 


« Lord of this caſtle.” In anſwer to 
* your-queſtion, my Lord, me and my 
© parents are indebted to the kindneſs 


te and benevolence of your noble father 
* for the aſylum we here enjoy, and the 
F 6 benefits 
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« benefits we partake of; my father is 
« an humble retainer of the Baron de 
ce Umfreville, and the beneficence of his 
te Lord has releaſed him from labour for 
ce the remainder of his life,” The digni- 
fied humility with which theſe words were 
uttered by Matilda ſtruck an awe into 
the mind of Arthur in ſpite of himſelf; 
the ſiniſter intentions which lurked be- 
neath the kindneſs and benevolence of 
his father he was well acquainted with, 
and ſecretly curſed his depraved duplicity, 
whilſt himſelf was about to commence 
a career of deceit equally criminal, for he 
now conceived the project of expoſing to 
her the deſigns of his father, and then enſur- 
ing her gratitude, by delivering her from 
his fell graſp, in order that himſelf might 
the more eaſily triumph over that virtue 
which he was only angry his father ſhould 
rival him in the deſtruction of. Though 

ſome- 
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ſomewhat awed by her manner he per- 


ſiſted in his purpoſe, © Your ſituation 
© may be humble, fair Damſel, but, how- 
« ever inferior it is, you are intitled to 
te all the protection that honour can af- 


ce ford; but (lowering his voice) that 


ce protection, I fear, you will not here 
ce experience.” Matilda was ſtruck by his 
words; he ſeemed from his manner to 
take a peculiar intereſt in her fate, and 
a myſtery hung over his laſt expreſſion, 
which, coinciding with the repeated 


warning hints ſhe had received: from the 


penetrating Conrad, darted into her mind 
the moſt gloomy and fearful apprehen- 
ſions; apprehenſions the more terrific, be- 


cauſe, fearing the worſt, and having no 
well defined object to fix themſelves 


upon, or to guard againſt; ſhe involun- 
tarily trembled. Arthur perceived the 
impreſſion he had made upon her mind; 
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he perceived the anxious curioſity he 
had excited, and immediately determined 
to poſtpone its gratification, Matilda. 
looked at him with inquiring eyes, whilſt 
he ſtill continued, Lovely Matilda, we 
& ſhall be interrupted here, meet me 
te alone in the library to-morrow morn- 
te ing at eight, and I will diſplay to you 
te the precipice upon the brink of which 
« you are unconſciouſly ſtanding; with 
theſe words he quitted her abruptly, and 
aſcended to the dining-room where his 
father had ſome-time finiſhed his repaſt, 
Arthur excuſed the lateneſs of his appear- 
ance by relating a marvellous tale of a 
long and fatiguing chace ; whilſt Matilda 
remained at the library door, where the 
voice of Arthur had firſt ſtruck her car, 
for many minutes abforbed in a deep 
reverie, but that protection I fear you 
vill not here experience“ ſtill vibrated 

upon 
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upon her ear and fixed the contempla- 
tion of her mind. Surely, ſhe thought, 
the Baron de Umfreville was not ſuch 
a monſter as to make the kindneſs and 
benevolence he had diſplayed towards 
her father a maſk to conceal inſidious 
deſigns upon her honour, and enable him 
the more effectually to perpetrate his in- 
tentions. Impoſſible! the world did not 
contain ſo depraved a villain; it ſurely 
could not be Conrad who entertained de- 
ſigns againſt her honour; then how ſhould 
the young Baron de Umfreville be ac- 
. quainted with it. Some other danger 
muſt await her, but what could it be? 
An undefined ſuſpicion took poſſeſſion 
of her mind; her judgment was turned 
adrift upon the wide ocean of conjecture, 
and found no friendly haven where it could 
fecurely repoſe. 
Conrad could not imagine the reaſon 
that 
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that detained Matilda ſo long, and anxi- 
ouſly expecting her every moment, at firſt 
thought ſome favourite author occaſioned 
her ſtay, At length, becoming alarmed, 
he haſtily retraced his ſteps towards the 
Hbrary, at the door of which he found 
Matilda ſtill deeply abforbed in thought, 
and gently ſeized her hand, before ſhe was 
awareof his approach. Matilda ſtartedand 
directed a look at him, of which he could 
not conceive the meaning; the winning 
ſmile with which ſhe uſed to greet him 
at his approach was abſent, a gloom 
hung over her countenance, and an en- 
quiring ſuſpicion reſted in her eye, which 
fixed his mind in ſurprize, and agitated - 
him with fear, © My dear Matilda,” faid 
Conrad, © what has detained. you ſo long 
« after my departure, your ſtay began 
« ſeriouſly to alarm me: Matilda ten- 
derly glanced - upon him, and replied, 

| « a ſin- 
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a ſingular incident detained me, which L 
* will relate to you when we arrive at my 
* father's apartment.” Thither they now 
repaired, and Matilda ſoon found an op- 
portuniry of acquainting him with all the 
circumſtances of the interview between 
her and Arthur de Umfreville. Its rela- 
tion agitated the mind of Conrad with 
the moſt unpleaſing ſenſations. The cha- 
rater of Arthur was unknown to him, 
for it was ſcarcely yet developed; and 
from the manner of his addreſs to Ma- 
tilda, and the intereſt he ſeemed to take 
in her welfare, he concluded that her 
beauty had inſpired him with the 
tendereſt ſentiments of love, and in- 
fluenced by this concluſion, he became 
tortured with all the pangs of jealouſy, 
The heir of a vaſt eſtate and extenſive 
domain to become her ſuitor, how was 
the plea of the humble, but faithful Con- 
rad, to be attended to; her abſence of 


mind. 
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mind, when at the library door, ruſhed 

into his memory ; alas! ſhe was thinking 

of the noble youth who had ſo highly 

complimented her, and who ſeemed be- 

nevolently to ſtep forward to reſcue her 
from impending danger. That he too, by 
his unexpected abruptneſs, ſhould wreſt 

from her faithful lover the palm of warn- 
ing her againſt the violation that threat- 
ened her honour, when the latter had fore- 
ſeen it from the firſt, and repeatedly hinted 
it to the unſuſpecting fair one, was too 
much ; it overpowered his mind, and he 
cried out with a loud and tremulous voice 
&« Do not meet him, for Heaven's ſake, 
« my dear Matilda, don't meet him.” 
The trembling earneſtneſs of his man- 
ner alarmed Matilda, new dangers croud- 
ed upon her imagination, ſhe ſeemed beſet 
on all fides with dreadful chaſms, that 
_ threatened her with deſtruction; in trem- 


bling. 
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bling agitation ſhe looked at Conrad, who 
gazed upon her with a wildneſs that ſtill - 
more alarmed her, whilſt in accents equally 
wild he continued, my deareſt Matilda, 
c dangers croud thick upon thy devoted 
4 head, let us away, let us eſcape from 
tc this dreadful manſion, ere it be too 
cc late.” Matilda trembled at his words, 
«© How,” ſaid the lovely maid, * are we 
eto eſcape, when the domains of Um- 
te freville extend for miles around; and 
e before we can gain a place of ſecurity, 
e our flight will be diſcovered, and a 
c ſucceſsful purſuit involve us in new 


La, 


3 


« and more terrible dangers; but pray 
te calm your agitation, and explain why 
* you ſo ardently wiſh me not to meet 
c the young Baron de Umfreville.“ — 
Jealouſy had ſeized a ſtrong hold in the 
mind of Conrad, and her queſtion only 
ſerved to ſtrengthen its poſſeſſion, but 
| vnwilling 
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unwilling to avow it, he replied, © there 

* may be danger in meeting him, and 

ce he has nothing new to inform you of; 

ce the danger which he alludes to, and 

ce with which he wiſhes to make you ac- 

ce quainted, is the violation of your 
cc honour, which it has long been the in- 

ce tention of the Baron to carry into ef- 
e.“ 

The entrance of Annette interrupted 
the converſation, and the departure of 
Conrad left Matilda at leiſure to medi- 
tate upon his language and behaviour. 
He had frequently hinted at the danger 
which lle now more explicitly delinea- 
ted; but ſtill her unſuſpecting mind 
could not imagine ſo much depravity 
to reſide in the heart of the benevolent 
Baron de Umtreville; it was Conrad's 
anxious love that betrayed him into ſuch 
a ſuppoſition, It muſt be ſome other 

| danger 


THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 117 


danger in which ſhe was on the point of 
being involved, that the intended infor- 
mation of Arthur related to: curioſity 
ſtimulated and interefted her mind, and 
ſhe reſolved to meet him notwithſtanding 
the agitated deſire of her lover. The hour 
appointed, was previous to that at which 
Conrad and herſelf uſually repaired to the 
library, and it would be eaſy for her to 
proceed there alone without his know- 
ledge. | = 
The remainder of the day was fpent 
in the company of her father and mother, 
and Conrad, who appeared penſive and 
gloomy, and was frequently abſent and 
abſorbed in thought. He revolved in 
his mind the poſſibility of an eſcape from 
that danger which was now imminent, but 
ſo many impediments lay in the way that 
he could form no plan likely to ſucceed 
in the execution. The parents of Ma- 


tilda 
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tilda would have thought it criminal even 
to hiat at the ſuppoſed ſiniſter deſigns of 
the Baron, and could not have been in- 
duced to conſent to an eſcape, of which 
the neceſſity was to them not in the leaſt 
obvious; whilſt herſelf appeared ad- 
verſe to ſuch a propoſal, and why, the en- 
quiry was frequently inſtituted in the 
mind of Conrad, and often jealouſy at- 
tributed her apparent defire to remain to 
the impreſſion the perſon and manners of 
Arthur had made upon her heart; but fre- 
quently candour attributed it to its right 
ſource, a diſbelief in the vicious inten- 
tions of the Baron: The afternoon was 
ſpent by Conrad in theſe enquiries and 
ſuppoſitions, but unable to arrive at any 
determination or form a reſolution, he at 
length retired to his chamber a prey to 
uneaſy ſenſations and gloomy forebodings. 
_ Matildalikewiſe retired to reſt; the night 
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was ſpent in broken ſlumbers and agi- 
tated ſleep, and the morning no ſooner 
dawned than ſhe aroſe, tired rather than 
refreſhed with the interrupted ſleep ſhe 
had experienced, and anxiouſly watched 
the riling of the ſun; it ſeemed to be pe- 
culiarly tardy and later than uſual, with 
difficulty ſhe perſuaded herſelf that it had 
not before ariſen, obſcured by a cloud ; 
at length it majeſtically appeared, and 
the tremulous chorus of gratitude from 
the ſurrounding treesvibrated upon her ear. 
Matilda in ſpite of her anxiety was pe- 
natrated with rapture and delight, with 
gratitude and veneration; a prayer poured 
forth from the fullneſs of her heart cheer- 
ed her mind, and calmed the tumult of 
her ſpirits; and ſhe appeared at the break- 
faſt table with a cheerfulneſs that de- 
lighted Conrad, and made him forget for 
a moment every ſenſation of jealouſy and 
danger. CHAP, 
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HE appointed hour ſwiftly ap- 
proached, and with difficulty ſhe 
concealed the perturbation which now 
affected her ſpirits; at length it was near- 
ly arrived, and unable to ſtay any longer 
the ſlipt away unperceived, and repaired 
to the library; no one was yet there, 
and ſhe took up. a book to divert the 
paſſing moment, but the agitation of her 
mind was too great to allow her to ab- 
ſtract it, and ſhe was compelled to throw 
it aſide, and wait'with palpitating heart 
for the approach of Arthur; at length 
the door opened, and entered not Arthur, 
but the Baron de Umfreville. | 
1 Matilda 
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Matilda had never ſeen the Baron, 
except when he called in diſguiſe at the 
cottage of her father, and therefore did 
not know who the perſonage was that en- 
tered the library ; ſhe had taken little no- 
tice of the perſon who had accompanied 
Jaques, but the face immediately ſtruck 
her as one ſhe had before ſeen, though 
could not recolle& where, He was ſur- 
prized at meeting with Matilda in a place 
where he had never thought of ſeeking 
for her, but rejoiced at the opportunity 
which now occurred when he leaſt ex- 
pected it. Matilda was not long be- 
fore ſhe gueſſed from the dignity of de- 
portment and ſplendour of dreſs of the 
perſon who ſtood before her, that he could 
be no other than the Baron de Umfreville, 
and reſpectfully aroſe from her ſeat for 
the. purpoſe of retiring from the library. 
The Baron perceiving her intention im- 
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mediately advanced, and ſeizing her hand, 
whilſt he rapturouſly gazed upon the 
trembling maid, ſaid, © lovely angelic 
« Matilda, I have heard much of your 
ce exquilite beauty and delicately pro- 
cc portioned form, but the ſight of your 
te charms far exceeds the portrait my own 
« ſanguine imagination had formed.” 
Matilda trembled and was agitated; a 
thouſand thoughts ruſhed at once into 
her mind, and agitated her frame. The 
Baron preſſing her hand warmly between 
his, continued, I know not which 
* moſt to admire, the delicate and ad- 
«© mirable proportion which appears in 
« your ſhape, or the exquiſite lovelineſs 
te that beams from your countenance; 
« and had I the taſk of pourtraying a 
« Venus, you ſhould be the beautiful 
cc model.” The laſt expreſſion of the 
Baron offended the nice delicacy of Ma- 

| tilda ; 
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tilda; to the name of Venus ſhe had an- 
nexed ideas of not the moſt virtuous na- 
ture, and ſuch a mode of expreſſion 
ſeemed to imply a doubt of her innocence, 
which her high notions of female honour 
could not brook. A frown upon her 
lovely brow at once exhibited her anger, 
and diſplayed a ſevere dignity, which diſ- 
concerted the Baron, in ſpite of his har- 
dened depravity; ſhe replied, my 
© beauty is undeſerving of thoſe enco- 
de miums, my Lord,” (for ſhe now cer- 
certainly concluded 1t was the Baron de 
Umfreville) © which your Lordſhip has 
ce beenpleaſed to beſtow uponit. It is only 
a temporary advantage, which a thou- 
* ſand accidents may deſtroy, and which 
ce 1s beneath the applauſe of wiſdom, *” 
The dignified innocence, diſplayed by 
Martilda, was ſo oppoſite to the manners 
he expected from a girl placed under 
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that tuition which he had employed, that 
he felt himſelf in ſome meaſure diſap- 
pointed, though his paſſions were ſtill in- 
flamed by the contemplation of her beauty, 
and a deſire to triumph over that dignity 
of ſoul, which beamed in the eyes of 
Matilda, and made the contemptible 
mind of the Baron ſhrink within itſelf; 
he was a little embarraſſed, but again 
proceeded. *© The enjoyment of the 
e preſent moment is all we can aſpire to, 
* and that it is in the power of beauty 
« eminently to heighten and aſſiſt ; for 
* wiſdom only conſiſts in paſſing away 
„the fleeting hours, with the leaſt poſ- 
« ſible wearineſs and lafſitude.” The 
ſophiſtry of the Baron made no impreſſion 
on the mind of Matilda, who immedi- 
ately replied: © Wiſdom, my Lord, will 
* only own thoſe hours that are em- 
« ployed in the contemplation and prac- 

ce tice 
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« tice of virtue,” True,“ ſaid the Ba- 
ron, with a duplicity to which he had 
been long accuſtomed, * but virtue is 
« frequently moſt diſplayed in ſubmitting 
« to neceſſity. The end to be attained 
by human actions, is happineſs; and 
ce to attain that happineſs, there is fre- 
&« quently a neceſſity to gratify inclina- 
tions which would otherwiſe prey upon 
ce the human frame and corrode its ex- 
« jſtence. To ſubmit to this neceſſity, 
inſtead of ſtruggling againſt it only to 
* endure miſery, is true virtue, although 
« ſome cold philoſopher may have called 
it vice,” —© If, my Lord, we were 
« only to exiſt a few fleeting years and 
te then be annihilated, to ſtudy only the 
ce enjoyment of the moment, might be 
te virtue; but—” The Baron felt a 
terror overwhelm his mind, in ſpite of 
the lovely object he was eagerly contem- 
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plating, and anxious to put a ſtop to a 
converſation which ſeemed likely rather 
to increaſe than to diſſipate his fears, 
prevented Matilda from finiſhing her pe- 
riod, by leading her forward, and requeſt- 
ing her to take a view of the ſpacious 
rooms which the caſtle contained, and 
which ſhe had never yet ſeen. Matilda 
was agitated, the Baron held faſt her 
hand, and ſhe knew not what to do, ſhe 
wiſhed to free herſelf from his graſp but 
knew not how. At length, ſhe ſaid, 
whilſt he led her on towards the 
ſtaircaſe, © my condition, my Lord, is 
« too lowly to entitle me to ſuch a 
ce mark of your Lordſhip's condeſcen- 
ce ſion; permit me to retire to my hum- 
te ble apartment.” « Your beauty and 
ce accompliſhments, my lovely Matilda,” 
replied the Baron, © would adorn any 
e ſituation, hawever dignified or ſplen- 

| did.” 
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« did,” By this time they were arrived 
at the foot of the ſtaircaſe, up which the 
Baron aſcended, holding Matilda faſt by 
the hand, and, with the utmoſt politeneſs 
and ſuavity of manners, leading her along ; 
an univerſal trembling ſeized the lovely 
maid, and ſhe would gladly have retired, 
but knew not how to eſcape the polite 
importunity of the Baron, 

They ſlowly advanced, her noble con- 
ductor at every turn looking courteouſly 
around, and, intreating her to be cautious 
of her ſteps, and at length arrived at the 
ſummit. Matilda looked back and ſighed, 
preſentiments of the moſt fearful nature 
agitated her mind; Conrad ſeemed to 
ſtand before her and intreat her to return; 
all the friendly hints he had given her, 
his agitated behaviour on the preceding 
day, and the myſterious conduct of Ar- 
thur, all arrayed themſelves in fearful re- 
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| membrance and abandoned her to terror 
and affright ; ſhe turned pale, and hardly 
would her tottering limbs perform their 
office. The Baron led her through a 
magnificent ſuite of apartments each deco- 
rated in a ſplendid and peculiar ſtyle, but 
the beauty of which, Matilda abſorbed in 
refleftion was incapable of enjoying. At 
length opening a pair of beautiful folding 
doors, he led her into a room fitted up in 
a more magnificent ſtyle than any he had 
yet exhibited to her view. Couches and 
ſophas covered with the gayeſt ſilks and 

ſparkling with embroidered gold were 

arrayed in fanciful order around it, The 

tapeſtry diſplaying in faſcinating colours 
the moſt voluptuous ſcenes crimſoned the 
cheek of Matilda with the bluſh of mo- 

deſt ſhame, whilſt the cieling continued 
the ſame meretricious alluſions, and fixed 
her lovely eyes in confuſion upon the 
; . 
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floor, but even there to be inſulted with 
a repetition of the ſame elegant but volup- 
tuous ſcenes. Diſguſted and offended 
ſhe turned them towards the windows, but 
only to receive additional pain ; the light 
was admitted through tranſparencies, which 
diſplaying ſome faſcinating ſcene of mere- 
tricious love received an additional heigh- 
tening from the vivid tints that played 
upon the figures. The frames of the 
mirrors which completed the furniture of 
the room were ſimilarly adorned, and the 
table was inlaid in the ſame ſtyle, Ma- 
tilda confuſed and agitated, and view- 
ing with contempt and horror the 
man who had led her to the contempla- 
tion of ſcenes at which innocence muſt 
revolt, made a violent effort to diſengage 
her hand and retire from the ſpot, deter- 
mining to fly with eager haſte to her pa- 
ternal apartment, and die rather than again 
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be allured into the preſence of the Baron. 
He had foreſeen ſuch an attempt, and 
whilſt with calm complacency and extreme 
politeneſs he held her hand, it was graſped 
ſo tight that all the efforts of Matilda could 
not releaſe it, and overpowered by her 
fears ſhe ſcreamed in agony. The Baron 
appeared not to notice her ſcream, or her 
ſtruggle, and with a ſimilar ſuavity of 
manners intreated her to be ſeated, at the 
ſame time leading, or rather pulling, her 
forwards towards a ſopha which ſtood 
before them. He immediately ſeated 
himſelf, but in the a& of doing ſo his 
graſp of the hand of Matilda became leſs 
forcible and ſhe found herſelf diſengaged; 
with trembling eagerneſs ſhe flew to the 
door, but it was faſtened by a ſecret 
ſpring, and all her efforts, the exertions 
of deſpair, failed to uncloſe it. A pair 
of folding doors, on the oppoſite ſide, at- 

| | tracted 
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trated her attention, and agonized ſhe 
flew to them with a ſimilar hope of eſcape, 
but, alas! theſe too were faſt; no hope 
remained, and Matilda claſped her hands 
in the agony of deſpair. The Baron fat 
coolly and unconeerned upon the ſopha; 
he knew ſhe could not eſcape, and he 
conſidered her deſpair as a matter of 
courſe. As a laſt reſource ſhe knelt to 
the Baron, and in piteous accents in- 
treated his permiſſion to retire to her pa- 
rents. The diſtreſs in which ſhe was 
plunged gave a new faſcination ro her 
beauty, and the throbbings of her boſom 
created alternate palpitations in the breaſt 
of the Baron. But that her agonizing 
accents ſhould have penetrated him with 
emotions of pity would have been indeed 
a phenomenon; he rapturouſly gazed for 
a while upon the beauty which offered 
itſelf to his contemplation, and then raiſ- 
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ing her up with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
but calmeſt depravity, ſaid * my lovely 
% Matilda, you have here nothing to 
te fear, permit me to prevail on you to 
tt accept of ſome refreſhment;” Matilda, 
whofe terror was increaſed by the cool 
indifference of the Baron, burſt into a 
flood of tears and piteouſly wept, whilſt 
Umtreville, who had regained her hand, 
and ſeated her beſide him on the ſopha, 
watched the heavings of her agitated 
boſom, and perceived new beauties in 
every throb. She obſtinately refuſed all 
refreſhment, and would again have knelt 
to the depraved character who calmly 
contemplated her diſtreſs, had not he pre- 
vented her. But again, in accents till 
more piteous, ſhe begged and intreated 
permiſſion to retire, pourtrayed in the 
moſt expreſſive language the anguiſh of 
her parents, and the diſtreſs of her bro- 
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ther, at her ſudden diſappearance and long 
ſtay ; but the Baron was too hackneyed 
in depravity to be moved by her intrea- 
ties, or by refuſing them, to diſplay at 


once the fell purpoſe which occupied his 


mind. In the moft ſoothing accents he 
requeſted ſhe would not be diſtreſſed, as 
| ſhe was perfectly ſafe, and no danger 
near to agitate her mind; but Matilda 
was too well convinced of the extent 


of her danger, and ſobbed with more 


diſtreſsful vehemence at the inattention 
with which her intreaties were received. 
The Baron at length quitted her hand, 
and went to the folding doors oppoſite to 
thoſe by which he and Matilda had en- 
tered; the latter immediately ran to the 
laſt, and again endeavoured, with the 
ſtrength of deſpair, to eſcape from the 


hateful room which had now become her 
priſon, but all exertion” was vain; the 
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ſpring which faſtened them was to her 
unknown, and a much greater portion of 
ſtrength than was poſſeſſed by the feeble 
Matilda would have failed to force them. 
He had ſhut the doors by which he had 
quitted the room, but ſoon they were again 
opened, and two females advanced volup- 
tuouſly dreſſed, and looking all but chaſtity. 
Matilda again had recourſe to intreaty, and 
implored them to aſſiſt her in eſcaping 
from her cruel impriſonment ;. again the 
diſtreſs of her parents, and her brother, 
was the theme; and again fhe piteouſly 
intreated their commiſeration and aſſiſt- 
ance. They heard her with attention, but 
in accents that conveyed no hope to her 
mind, aſſured her ſhe had nothing to fear. 
They had brought new apparel; which 
they requeſted ſhe would put on, but 
Matilda reſolutely refuſed to change her 
dreſs, and, perſiſting in her reſolution, 
| they 
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they were forced to deſiſt, They requeſted 
her, however, to accept of ſome refreſh. 
ment, calmly adding, they feared ſhe was 
a little exhauſted. Her agony of diſtreſs 
had, indeed, exhauſted her ſpirits, and ſhe 
accepted of a little fruit which lay upon 
the table, but no intreaty could prevail 
upon her to taſte any of the liquors with 
which it was plentifully ſpread, The fe- 
males, who had entered the room, began 
a converſation with ſome degree of ſpirit 
and vivacity, though tinctured with a bold- 
neſs, which diſguſted the innocent ſim- 
plicity of Matilda; but perceiving ſhe no- 
ticed neither them, nor their ſprightly 
chat, they aroſe from their ſeats, each 
taking a hand, and rather forced than 
ted her along to the adjoining chamber, 
and from thence into an inner one, where 
was a bed and toilet, together with all 
the conveniencies of repoſe; but al- 

though 
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though not fitted up in the ſame ſplendid 
ſtyle as the chamber in which ſhe had 
endured ſuch agonizing diſtreſs, yet all 
breathing the ſame tainted air of volup- 
tuouſneſs, This chamber, they informed 
her, was deſigned for her repoſe, and like- 
wiſe for her reſidence, whenever ſhe choſe 
to retire to its ſolitude. They then invited 
her to a repaſt, at which they aſſured her 
ſhe would meet with agreeable company , 
but Matilda, abſorbed in grief, perſiſted 
in remaining where ſhe was, and finding 
it in vain to preſs their requeſt, they left 
her to her own reflections, and quitted the 

room. | 
Her firft care, after their departure, 
was to faſten the door, and then with 
diſtreſsful anxiety ſhe inſpected the cham- 
ber, in hopes of diſcovering ſome means 
of eſcape, but in vain would the moſt 
ſcrutinizing eye have ſearched, the pre- 
caution 
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caution of the Baron had been too 
carefully exerted to allow of the moſt 
diſtant proſpect of deliverance, There 
was no door, except that by which ſhe 
had entered, and the windows, even had 
they not been carefully barred, were at 
too great a diſtance from the ground 
without, to allow of any rational attempt 
to eſcape by them, added to which they 
were-at ſome diſtance from the external 
wall, in which openings were made of 
the ſame dimenſions with the windows, 
to admit the light and air. Thus diſap- 
pointed, ſhe ſunk down upon a chair in 
an agony of deſpair, which may be con- 
ceived, but cannot be expreſſed ; now 
ſhe blamed herſelf for not promptly fly- 
ing from the caſtle, when Conrad gave 
her the ſignal of danger, now for her 
credulity in believing the Baron devoid 
of depravity; now for not raiſing the houſ- 


hold 
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hold by her ſcreams, when the perfidious 
monſter was leading her up the ſtaircaſe ; 
now the moſt terrific apprehenſions filled 
and agitated her mind, until ſhe ſtarted 
with horror, and fancied ſhe heard the 
depraved violator of her honour burſt- 
ing open the door that ſeparated them, 
for the purpoſes of brutality. She paced 
the room in anguiſh and deſpair, until 
ſeized with faintneſs, which hinted the 
neceſſity of refreſhment, and recollecting 
the invitation of the females who eſcorted 
her into the room, ſhe determined to 
quit it, for the purpoſe of obtaining that 
of which ſhe was greatly in need. 

Let us now return, for a ſhort time, 
to Conrad, to Arthur de Umfreville, 
and the parents of Matilda. A rumour 
had ariſen, and reached the ear of the 
Baron de Umfreville, that his enemy, 
the Baron de Montacute had armed a 

. body 
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body of his retainers, and was about to 
make an hoſtile inroad into the domains 
of the former, Immediately upon the 
receipt of this intelligence, the Baron de 
Umtfreville ordered his ſon to arm a 
number of his retainers, with the ut- 
moſt ſecrecy, and march to meet the 
attack. Arthur, curſing ſuch an event, 
was forced to comply, he had no valid 
reaſon to plead for refuſing to obey his 
father's commands, and ill health would 
only have been conſidered as another 
term for cowardice. Thus circumſtanced, 


he gave the neceſlary orders in the even- 


ing, made preparations for his depar- 
ture, and after a ſhort lumber was com- 
pelled to depart privately in the night 
without the knowledge of the houſhold, 
and thus was prevented from attending 
his appointment in the library. 

The Baron had been unuſually diſ- 
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turbed by terrific dreams, and after paſ- 
ſing a diſagreeable night, aroſe earlier 
than he had for a long time before, and 
Jaques having ignorantly placed ſome 
books of muſic belonging to his maſter 
in the library, the latter, who was at a 
loſs how to employ his time, determined 
to go himſelf in ſearch of them, and 
hence enſued his unexpected, and to Ma- 
tilda, unfortunate, appearance in that re- 
poſitory of literature, which had not wit- 
neſſed his preſence for many years before. 
Conrad, when he diſcovered the ab- 
ſence of Matilda, concluded ſhe had re- 
paired to the library for the purpoſe of 
having an interview with Arthur de Um- 
freville, in purſuance of the latter's ap- 
pointment, and her conduct, in this in- 
ſtance afforded a proof to his imagina- 
tion, that the fine figure of Arthur, the 
elegance of his deportment, and the in- 
tereſt 
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tereſt he ſeemed to take in her welfare, 
had made an impreſſion upon the heart 
of Matilda, which threatened to efface 
that engraven by his own love. His 
mind flew off upon the tangent of jea- 
louſy, and remained for ſome time ex- 
poſed to all the tortures of ſuſpicion; he 
paced his chamber in unutterable an- 
guiſh, and frequently in imagination ſaw 
the youthful Arthur kneeling at the feet 
of his beloved Matilda, inſpiring her 
with love, and exciting in her breaſt the 
moſt tender ſentiments of affection.— 
Imagination winged its way, and ſaw 
them united in indiſſoluble bonds, and 
| himſelf caſt off to endure the unutterable 
pangs of diſappointed love. At length 
he determined to repair to the library, 
his beloved haunt, where he found a ſo- 
lace for his cares, and an uſeful employ- 
ment for his time. But perhaps, Ar- 
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thur was ſtill there infuſing into the bo- 
ſom of Matilda all the tenderneſs of his 
ſentiments ; excruciating thought! he 
lingered, and did not dare to proceed, 
ſuch a ſight would overpower all the 
firmneſs of his mind; it was now more 
than an hour beyond the uſual time of 
his and Matilda's entrance into the li- 
brary ; he ſtarted up, and ſuddenly re- 
ſolved to go, trembling he opened the 
door, and hardly dared to look forwards, 
until the vacancy of the apartment for- 
cibly ſtruck his eye. Surprize for a mo- 
ment deprived him of recollection; at 
length he concluded ſhe had returned to 
her father's apartment ; to that he imme- 
diately proceeded, where he found Co- 
lin much indiſpoſed from the effect of 
frequent potations of ale, and Annette 
ſitting by his ſide, but Matilda was not 
there. The perturbation of his mind 
was 
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was viſible in his countenance in ſpite of 
himſelf, and ſo obſerved by Annette, 
ſhe eagerly enquired if any thing was the 
matter. Conrad recollected himſelf, and 
thinking ſhe might, perhaps, be in her 
own apartment, would not give unne- 
ceſſary pain to her parents, and there- 
fore anſwering in the negative the queſ- 
tion of Annette, he ſat down and chatted 
for a ſhort time with apparent eaſe, un- 
til the torture of his mind became too 
great to be concealed, and he abruptly 
quitted the room. Again in ſorrowful 
ſuſpenſe, he bent his ſteps towards the 
library, but Matilda was not to be found. 
A ray of hope ſtill ſnot through the 
gloom, and he went to the door of her 
apartment, where he knocked, and re- 
ceiving no anſwer, opened the door, but 
Matilda was not there. In the ſame 
ſpirit every apartment belonging to the 

| houſhold 


144 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 


| houſhold was ſearched, and with ſimilar ill 
ſucceſs. The laſt glimmering of hope now 
fled from his mind, and left it involved 
in all the darkneſs of deſpair; but ſtill 
involved in uncertainty and ſuſpence, he 
knew not to what cauſe the diſappearance 
of Matilda ought to be attributed, and 
whilſt the deciſion of his judgment re- 
ſpecting it vibrated between the machin- 
ations of the Baron, and the love of his 
ſon, as he walked along the paſlage, 
he was accoſted by Jaques, who ob- 
ſerved, © It is a fine day for the Lord Ar- 
cc thur,” Why for the Lord Arthur?” 
retorted Conrad, with a conſiderable 
degree of impatience! © What, do you 
© not know of his departure ?” replied 
Jaques. A ſervant at this moment ſum- 
moned Jaques to the preſence of the 
Baron, who immediately obeyed the 
command, and left Conrad a prey to 

torturos 


V 
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tortures, which all the refinement of cru- 
elty, operating upon bodily ſuffering, 
would have failed to inflict. Not a 
doubt now exiſted in his mind that Ma- 
tilda had departed with Arthur de Um- 
freville: © Faithleſs and perfidious maĩ- 
« den, to ſmile upon my agitated ſoul, 
« when ſhe meditated to wound it with 
«© the keeneſt arrows of cruelty.” — 
Scarcely conſcious whither he was go- 
ing, he approached again the apartment 
of Colin, where he and Annette were 
ſtill in the (ame poſition, and had 
no ſooner entered it, than he ſunk 
into a chair, overpowered by the agony 
of his reflections, regardleſs of ſur- 
rounding objects. The ſtate in which he 
appeared, alarmed the parents of Ma- 
tiilda, not only for him, but they began 
now ſeriouſly to imagine that ſome dread- 
ful accident had befallen their daughter; 

H he 


146 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL. 


he recovered a little, and her mother in 
tremulous tones aſked, what was become 
of Matilda: Alas I know not,“ was the 
reply of Conrad, which plunged them 
at once into the deepeſt diſtreſs. Conrad 
at length, recovered ſufficient calmneſs 
to relate all the circumſtances attendant 
upon her diſappearance, with which he 
was acquainted, and the certain conclu- 
fion which muſt be drawn from them of 
her flight with Arthur. His relation, 
whilſt it relieved them from ſuſpence, 
only added to the poignancy ef their 
grief, 
The clangor of .arms was now heard 
without, and Conrad ignorant of the 
cauſe, ran to enquire, when to his no 
ſmall ſurprize, he ſaw Arthur de Um- 
Freville, at the head of the Baron's re- 


tainers. Conrad now learnt the reaſon of 


his expedition, and that the rumour hav- 
ing 


V 
* 
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ing proved unfounded, his return had 
been accelerated. It inſtantly occur- 
red to Conrad, that the expedition of 
Arthur was a pretext, and that he had 
carried away Matilda by force, and de- 
polited hey in ſome place guarded by 
his ſatellites, where he alone might have 
acceſs. The ſuppoſition gathered irre- 
ſiſtible force from concurring circum- 
ſtances, and with difficulty was Conrad 
reſtrained, by prudential conſiderations, 
from attacking, even at the head of his 
armed band, the man whom he now con- 
ſidered as the brutal deſpoiler of Ma- 
tilda. 

The retainers were diſmiſſed, and Ar- 
thur entered his paternal manſion, whilſt 
Conrad ſtruggling with impatient anger, 
at length found means to ſpeak to him, 
and requeſted a private interview, fay- 
ing in an angry tone, © I am the brother 
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* of Matilda.” Arthur, ſurpriſed at the 
requeſt, heſitated a moment; but con- 
Iidering that his deſigns upon her could 
not have been diſcovered, and at the {ame 
time with a view to the carrying into 
effect thoſe ſiniſter intentions, wiſhing to 
conciliate her family, acceded to the de- 
fire, and diſmifling his attendants, re- 
tired with Conrad into the library. The 
place. forcibly ſtruck the mind of the lat - 
ter, and whilſt it added to the poignancy 
of his grief, gave vehemence to his an- 
ger: they were no ſooner alone than 
Conrad ſcarcely able to moderate the in- 
dignation that ſwelled in his breaſt, with 
difficulty, aſſumed ſome humility, and 
ſaid, Where, Lord Arthur, have you 


e carried my ſiſter ?? Arthur, amazed 
at a queſtion ſo unexpected, heſitated and 


looked at Conrad, as if waiting for that 
explanation which himſelf was called upon 


to 
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to give, The latter conſidering the he- 
ſitation and ſilence of Arthur as convin- 


cing proofs of his guilt, could no longer 


ſtifle the flame that agitated his mind, 
and drawing his dagger from his belt, 
called out with the moſt terrific vehe- 
mence, “ Villain, tell me where ſhe is, 
« or by St. Mark, thou ſhalt not go out 
ce here alive.” At the ſame time ad- 
vancing with threatening aſpect, and me- 
nacing action. Arthur ſeriouſly alarmed 
for his life, mechanically drew his ſword, 
and thus prevented the nearer approach 


of his exaſperated adverſary, It was now. 


rendered evident to the former, by the 
words of Conrad, that Matilda had dil- 
appeared, no cauſe was adequate to the 
production of ſuch an event, but the ex- 
ecution of ſome ſcheme planned for that 
purpoſe by his father, and no doubt re- 
mained in his mind, that either by means 
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of force or fraud ſhe was immured in the 
Eaſt Tower, which was known to be 
appropriated ſolely to the pleaſures of the 
Baron, and completely inacceſſible to all 
except himſelf. Curling: the too ſuccel- 
ful wiles of his father, and believing he 
had been ſent upon his morning's expe- 
dition, for the ſole purpoſe of preventing 
any exertions of his from intercepting 
the views of the Baron, he immediately 
conceived, that the only remaining chance 
of ſucceeding in his deſigns, depended 
upon his perſuading her brother that his 
paſſion for her was honorable, and that 
he ardently wiſhed to be united to her 
in the holy bonds of matrimony, thus in- 
ducing Conrad to aid the execution of 
thoſe plans which he might form for the 
purpoſe of reſcuing her from the viola- 
tion of his father, to gratify his own in- 
clination. Influenced by theſe conſider- 


. ations, 
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ations, he replied to the anger of Conrad 
with a calm firmneſs; © Conrad, you are 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


miſtaken, I am not the unprincipled 
robber who has baſely torn the lovely 
Matilda from the arms of her parents, 
and the affection of her brother; but 
I much fear a near relation of mine is: 
and the ſuſpicions of my mind ariſe 
into a conviction, that ſhe is immured 
in yonder tower, and deſtined to be 
offered up a helpleſs victim upon the 
altar of my father's pleaſures: Aſliſt 
me in thoſe endeavours I am deter- 
mined to make, for the purpoſe of 


reſcuing her from brutal violation, 


and your reward will be ample, inde- 
pendent of the pleaſure you muſt ex- 
perience in having a beloved ſiſter 
reſtored to your embrace, and in ſee- 
ing that ſiſter the wife of the heir of 
Umfreville,” The earneſtneſs of Ar- 
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thur completely deceived the pretended 
brother of Matilda, and he actually ſup- 
poſed that an honourable paſſion for her 
really exiſted in the breaſt of the former; 
and though its declaration ſtruck a dag- 
ger to his heart, yet the thought of aſſiſt- 
in 9 in reſcuing his beloved Matilda, from 
the dangers that threatened her innocence, 
and her honour, overcame every other 


conlideracion; and convinced of the ſin- 


cerity of Arthur in his relation of the 
ſituation in which ſhe was placed, he re- 
plied, ſheathing his dagger, and aſſuming 
an humble deportment, whilſt Arthur 
depoſited his ſword again in its ſcab- 
bard, „ hope your lordſhip will par” 
« don the rudeneſs of my anger:” 

« Mention it not,” interrupted” Mie 
«© We are friends, united in a common 
« cauſe; and in endeavours for its ſuc- 
« ceſs, let every ſpark of mutual anger 


cc 
\ be 
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ce be extinguiſhed ;” at the ſame time 
giving his hand to Conrad, and exulting 
in his mind at the ſucceſs which had 
crowned his efforts to engage the aſſiſt- 
ance of the latter in the execution of a 
purpoſe, which had he known, he would 
have plunged his dagger into the boſom 
of the perfidious betrayer ; Conrad ac- 
cepted his hand, rejoicing at the hope 
which now gleamed acroſs his mind, that 
he might yet deliver Matilda from the 
mercileſs fangs of the Baron, added to the 
conſolation of knowing, or at leaſt hav- 
ing a probability, almoſt amounting to 
certainty of the place where ſhe was con- 
fined ; but their mutual joy ariſing from 
different cauſes, was conſiderably damped 
by the difficulty and danger that attended 
every ſtep they muſt take in purſuit of 
the object they had in view. They con- 
ſidered the ſubje& for ſome time, and 
H 5 various 
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various plans offered themſelves to their 
notice, but no one which appeared well 
adapted to the end they aimed at. At 
length the lateneſs of the hour warned 
them to ſeparate, and not having been 
able to agree upon any ſcheme, worthy 
of being carried into execution, they 
parted, with a mutual reſolution of meet- 
ing again early on the morrow in the 
ſame place, for the purpoſe of further 
conſidering the means of attaining their 
object; and though the impatience of 
Conrad ill brooked delay, he was con- 
ſoled by the aſſurance of Arthur, that 
from the firm virtue of Matilda the dan- 
ger was not imminent; as the Baron would 
not have recourſe to force, but as a laſt 
reſort, and after repeated trials. 

In the mean time Colin, diſtracted 


by his apprehenſions for his daughter, 


ran from room to room bewailing and 
lamenting 


5 
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lamenting her loſs, in terms dictated by 


the deepeſt diſtreſs, and anxiouſly enquir- 


ing of every retainer in the houſehold 


if they had ſeen, or heard of, Matilda. 
Her diſappearance became the general 
topic of converſation, and could be ac- 
counted for by no one. Jaques, amongſt 
the reſt, became informed of the event, 
and his amazement ſoon gave way to 


affliction ; all the hopes of independence» 


that had danced before his view, were 
now vanithed, perhaps for ever. A ſuſ- 
picion entered into his mind, that the 


Baron had, unknown to him, conveyed 


her into his apartments, but it brought 
no relief to his diſtreſs, and hardly ap- 
peared to wear the face of credibility; not 
any one in the houſehold knew what was 
become of ner, and that the Baron ſhould 
convey her away alone, without the know- 
ledge of any of his retainers, ſeemed 

H6 ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely within the bounds of poſſibility. 
Margaret was abſorbed in grief at the loſs 
of her miſtreſs, for whom ſhe had a real 
affection, and ran to Jaques to enquire 
of him where ſhe was fled, but he had 
no information to give, and was himſelf 
the victim of diſtracting doubts and fears. 
A meſſage, from the Baron, now ſum- 
moned the afflicted Jaques to his pre- 
ſence, who went trembling with fear, and 
not daring to look forward to future 
events, | | | 
Colin, in the anguiſh of his grief, al- 
cended the ſtaircaſe where ſo lately his 
daughter was led reluctant by her vile 
ſeducer, and, gaining admiſſion to the 
Baron, threw himſelf at his feet, and, in 
the wildeſt language, informed him of the 
ſudden diſappearance of his daughter. 
The Baron affected the utmoſt ſurprize, 
raiſed up the afflited father from his 
_ humiliating 
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humiliating ſituation, and enquired mi- 
nutely into the circumſtances that had 
attended the mournful event, The latter, 
in ſorrowful accents, related, in a tedious 
detail, every circumſtance that he knew 
which had any reference to the event, 
whilſt the Baron, with conſummate hy- 
pocriſy, attended to the lengthened tale 
of the afflicted Colin, and, adminiſtering 
conſolation to his mind, promiſed he would 
uſe his utmoſt endeavours to diſcover the 
place of her concealment, but gave him 
little hope of again beholding his daugh- 
ter; ſome dreadful accident muſt, doubt- 
leſs, have befallen her, and the moſt 
anxious purſuit would, moſt probably, 
only lead to the diſcovery of her pallid 
and lifeleſs corpſe. Colin heard him, and 
wept anew, whilſt the Baron aſſured him 
of an ample ſupport for the remainder 
of his life, and diſmiſſed him with num- 

berleſs 
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berleſs expreſſions of kindneſs and bene- 

ficence. | 
It was now that he ſummoned Jaques 
to his preſence, upon whoſe entrance 
trembling and afflicted, he aſſumed a ſtern 
ſeverity in his manner, and haughtily de- 
manded what was become of Matilda. 
Jaques, confuſed and agitated, looked 
upon the ground, and did not dare to 
anſwer. The Baron, with ſtill greater 
ſternneſs, again repeated the queſtion, 
and Jaques at length replied, © ſhe has 
« ſuddenly diſappeared, my Lord, and 
* I know not where ſhe is gone,” —— 
« Villain,” retorted the Baron, “ your 
e life ſhall anſwer for your negligence ; 
« you was the ſuperintendant of the 
« houſehold ; ſhe was under your pecu- 
« lar care, and it is to your neglect her 
<« difappearance. is to be attributed.“ 
Jaques, overpowered by terror and dil- 
may, 
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may, threw himſelf at the feet of the 
Baron, and pleaded his utter ignorance 
of her fate, and his innocence of the 
charge of negligence, and in plaintive 
accents intreated for mercy. The Baron 
affected to be convinced by his pleading, 
and melted by his ſolicitations, ſaid, 
« Your life ſhall be preſerved, but you 
« are degraded from the offices you hold 
« in my houſehold, and hence forward 
6c you will be nothing more than a com- 
mon retainer.” Jaques again intreated, 
but in vain; his maſter was inexorable, 
and he was compelled to deliver up his 
keys, and penſively retire. The Baron 
now triumphed, with a conſiderable de- 
gree of exultation, at the ſucceſs of his 
ſcheme, and in having outwitted, and 
completely deceived, his crafty domeſtic, 
Jaques. The parents of Matilda, and 
he doubted not her brother, as well as 
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the reſt of his houſchold, had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of her confinement, whilſt 
he had cancelled his obligations to Jaques, 
and would not be, in future, indebted to 
him for the concealment of any ſecret. 
It ſtill remained to deceive the relatives 


of Matilda, and likewiſe his houſehold, 


into a belief of her death, by ſome cir- 


cumſtances more cogent than ſuppoſi- 
tions; in what manner this muſt be done 
was a queſtion of ſerious conſideration, 
and he ſet himſelf to diſcuſs it with much 
attention. For if he could, in this way, 
put the finiſhing ſtroke to his work of 
deception, Matilda would be ſecurely his, 
without the leaſt fear of her being, at any 


time, delivered by force, or fraud, from 


his tyrannic graſp, 


CHAP. 
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CHEAP, V. 


T is now time to return to Matilda, 
whom we left after ſhe had deter- 
mined to quit her chamber in ſearch of 


refreſhment; in purſuance of which de-. 
termination, ſhe opened her door and 


advanced into the room into which ſhe had 
been led out of that wherein ſhe was 
faſtened by the Baron. No one was there, 


and ſhe anxiouſly ſought for an outlet, by 
means of which ſhe might eſcape. The 


folding doors that led to the Baron's 
apartments it was uſeleſs to try, but on 
another ſide of the room, ſhe obſerved a 
door, which upon endeavouring to open, 

| obeyed 
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obeyed her efforts, and led to a paſſage. 
Traverſing this with trembling ſtep and 
palpitating heart, ſhe at length came to 
a flight of ſtairs :—Joy beamed in her 
countenance, with eager haſte ſhe de- 
ſcended to the bottom,. when ſhe found 
herſelf in another paſſage, from whence 
doors opened into ſeveral apartments; 
into each of theſe ſhe entered, and ex- 
amined them all with the moſt anxious 
hope; but cruel diſappointment! the 
windows were all barred in the ſame 
manner, and at a ſimilar diſtance from 
the external air as thoſe in her apartment ; 
and no outlet was to be diſcovered 
leading either into the remaining part of 
the Caſtle, or the open air, except a 
maſſy door locked and ſtrongly bolted, 
which it was impoſſible for her to unlock 
or open. The only remaining hope of 
the unfortunate Matilda reſted in re- 

+ aſcending 
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aſcending the ſtaircaſe, having obſerved 
it was continued beyond the floor on 
which her chamber was ſituate. Arriv- 
ing at the paſſage from whence ſhe had 
commenced her deſcent, no one appeared, 
and ſhe proceeded up the ſtairs until ſhe 
had reached another paſſage opening into 
ſeveral chambers, but all blocked up in 
the ſame manner. She aſcended to the 


top of the ſtaircaſe, examining every 


apartment in the way, but the ſearch was 
equally fruitleſs, and ſhe was forced to 
return diſappointed and melancholy, to 


the room adjoining the hateful chamber 


that had been appropriated to her; where 
on opening the folding doors oppoſite to 
thoſe that led to the apartments of the 
Baron, ſhe found herſelf in a fort of anti- 
chamber leading to a ſpacious apartment, 
where a number of elegant females, vo- 
luptuouſly dreſſed, were ſeated; ſeveral 
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of whom courteouſly aroſe to welcome 
her; they had finiſhed their repaſt, but 
immediately ſpread a table for Matilda, 
with a number of the moſt delicate 
viands, whilſt a ſideboard was near her 
covered with exquiſite liquors. Matilda, 
ſuſpicious of harm, eat very ſparingly 
and cautiouſly ; but poſitively refuſed, 
notwithſtanding the raillery of her com- 
panions, to taſte any liquid, except 
water. Having finiſhed her repaſt, the 
females who were ſeated around her, en- 
deayoured to amuſe and entertain her, 
by their vivacity and wit; but their con- 
verſation conveyed only diſguſt to the 
mind of Matilda; and exhauſted by grief, 
ſhe ſoon retired to her apartment, and 
locking the door, ſat muſing upon her 
misfortunes until the ſhades of evening 
threw a gloom around her, when ſhe re- 
tired to reſt; but during ſeveral hours 
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ſleep fled from her eyes, and corroding 


anxiety baniſhed all repoſe, until towards 


morning exhauſted nature ſunk under the 
preſſure of grief and fatigue, and a pro- 
found fleep in ſome meaſure renovated 
her ſtrength. 

In the morning, Arthur and Conrad 
met in the library purſuant to their ap- 
pointment of the preceding day, and 
endeavoured to form ſome plan, likely 
on its being carried into effect, to afford 
them ſucceſs in their object of releaſing 
Matilda from the captivity in which ſhe 
was with great probability ſuppoſed to 
be plunged. The Eaſt Tower, where 
doubtleſs ſhe was placed along with a 
number of other females deſtined for the 
pleaſures of the Baron, was completely 
cut off from all communication with 
the remaining part of the caſtle, except 
by means of the folding doors, that 


led 
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led into the Baron's apartments, and 
from thence to the common ſtaircaſe, 
and of which he always kept the key.— 
There was alſo another door leading to 
the dungeons below, of which the key 
was likewiſe anxiouſly kept by the Ba- 
ron. The extent of theſe dungeons, 
and the paſſages leading to the dif- 
ferent ſubterraneous apartments were not 
known to either. Nor were they ac- 
quainted with any communication what- 
ever with this formidable tower, but 
through the apartments of the Baron, in 
which he conſtantly reſided, or through 
unexplored dungeons and ſubterranean ca- 
verns. In this dilemma it was extremely 
difficult to fix upon any plan, by the execu- 
tion of which, they could avoid imminent 
danger and enſure a chance of ſucceſs. 
So pregnant indeed with dangers and in- 
ſuperable difficulties was every ſcheme 
they formed, that at length they agreed 
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as a preliminary ſtep, to explore the 
dungeons beneath, for the purpoſe of 
diſcovering, if poſſible, a paſſage to the 
door which led into them from the bot- 
tom of the Eaſt tower. For Arthur had 
ſome recollection of the place, having 
been repeatedly in it when a child, 
whilſt it was fitting up in the manner it 
now appeared, and knew of the door 
which led to the ſubterranean apartments; 
though with the extent of thoſe dun- 
geons and the manner of their commu- 
nication with each other, he was unac- 
quainted. But if they could arrive at 
this door at a time when the females, who 
reſided in the tower, were at dinner, there 
would then be leiſure to examine it, 
without the riſk of being diſcovered, and 
it might be aſcertained whether any 
poſſibility exiſted of reſcuing Matilda, 
Matilda did not awake until ſhe was 
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ſummoned to breakfaſt, and then ariſing, 
reluctantly quitted her chamber, to par- 
take of ſome of that food neceſſary to 
her exiſtence, and which ſhe could not 
obtain in the apartment where ſhe would 
otherwiſe have gladly remained. After 
filently finiſhing her repaſt ſhe withdrew 
from her companions, for the purpoſe of 
again retiring to indulge her melancholy 
and her grief alone and unobſerved. — 
Upon entering the apartment which 
ſerved as a chamber of communication 
between the room | ſhe had juſt quitted, 
and the voluptuouſly furniſhed apart- 
ment of the Baron, a ſhadow upon the 
floor ſtruck her eyes; ſhe looked up and 
the Baron de Umtfreville himſelf ſtood 
before her. Matilda involuntarily ſcream- 
ed, and turned to regain the apartment 
ſhe had quitted, But the Baron im- 
mediately ſeizing her hand, ſaid, © my 
N « lovely 
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ce lovely Matilda, I bring you a letter 
ce from your brother ;” preſenting one 
to her at the ſame inſtant, which ſhe 
ſeized with an eager and palpitating 
anxiety, that was ſuppoſed by the Baron 
to originate in her anxious deſire to learn 
information concerning her parents; but 
which, had he been penetrated with the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of her attachment to Con- 
rad, the lover inſtead of the brother, 
would have been a ſufficient proof of her 
love. Almoſt immediately after giving 
the letter, and without ſpeaking again, he 
retired to his own apartments, Matilda 
was not ſlow in repairing to her cham- 
ber, where a thouſand mingled emotions 
agitated her mind at the moment of 
uncloſing the billet; of which joy at the 
adroitneſs of Conrad, in thus making the 
Baron himſelf ſubſervient to their love, 
was not the leaſt forcible, But what 
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was her diſappointment when ſhe read 
the following lines, 


Dan S1sTER, 


It is the deſire of your pa- 
rents and myſelf, that you will make 
yourſelf perfectly happy in your new re- 
ſidence. It has been long deſigned for 
you, and it 1s with the conlent and 
approbation of your relatives that you 
are placed there. We are all in good 
health, and with fervent wiſhes for your 
welfare and happineſs. 

I remain, 

Dear Siſter, 

Your affectionate Brother, 


CONRAD. 


The Baron, it was evident, had com- 
mitted a forgery, which unintentionally 
he had rendered too palpable and evi- 
dent to cauſe a moment's deception.— 


Without 
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Without the leaſt ſuſpicion of Conrad's 
being the lover of Matilda, he had made 
him write to her as a brother, and thus 
completely diſcovered his own depravity. 


The high hopes Matilda had formed 


when ſhe received the letter from the 
Baron, were now daſhed to the ground, 
and the diſappointment was the more 
acutely felt in proportion to the great- 
neſs of the expectation. The forgery 
which the Baron had committed for the 
evident purpoſe of inſidiouſly under- 
mining her firmneſs, plunged her till 
deeper into deſpair; no hope remained 
of eſcaping from the priſon in which ſhe 
was immured ; and perhaps a few flecting 
days might ſee her forcibly hurled from 
the high pinnacle of virtue, into the abyſs 
of vice. The agitation of her mind al- 
moit overpowered her judgment, and 
ſhe was ſcarcely conſcious of any thing 

02 around 


. 


2 7 1 
- — . 
2 2 = 


— * - — 5 —— — — — "x - 
— * a. © - " b 
— "1 Ro HE TIE 
3 —-» T c. ˙—⁵—³fñ̃ —˙— P 
— af OW — ” 


172 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 


around her, when ſhe was ſummoned to 
dinner. Returning ſtill more diſguſted 
at the converſation of her female com- 
panions, all the deſpairof her mind became 
renewed with redoubled force, and ſhe was 
.almoſt tempted to rid herſelf of the mi- 
fery in which ſhe was to all appearance 
hopeleſsly enveloped, by putting a period 
to her exiſtence; the thought increaſed 
her horror, ſhe paced the room in inde- 
fcribable agony, and with the moſt inno- 
cent ſimplicity offered up a prayer for 
ſafety and peace, The perturbation of 
her mind gradually decreaſed and yield- 
ed to ſenſations. of a more placid nature. 
She went to the window, and through the 
bars of her priſon, obtained a faint 
glimpſe of the beautiful proſpe& which 
extended itſelf in view; the ſight con- 
tributed to infuſe a greater portion of 
calmneſs into her agitated ſoul, and ſhe 


remained 
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remained contemplating the beauties of 
nature until the ſun had ſunk below the 
horizon, the mixed darkneſs of twilight- 
was at an end, and the ſtars twinkled in 
the ſurrounding ether, Something which 
ſeemed to move before her eyes made 
her ſtart, but ſoon recovering herſelf, 
ſhe concluded it was a deception of 
ſight; again it moved, and more at- 
tentively looking, ſhe diſcovered it to be 
a ſlight pole or rod that was introduced 
at the outward opening, and ſlowly pro- 
truded towards the window where ſhe 
ſtood. Amazed at ſuch an occurrence, 
ſhe remained ſor ſome time in ſuſpenſe, 
and ſtill ſuppoſed it to be only a fancied 
ſhade; but repeatedly examining the 
appearance, ſhe was at length convinced 
of its reality, and on its nearer approach 
towards her window, there ſeemed to be 
ſomething ſtuck on the end of the wand. 


I 3 Con- 
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Concluding from the myſterious nature 
of the circumſtance, that it was intended 
for her, ſhe opened the window, took 
hold of the rod, which was then juſt 
within her reach, and ſnatched off 
what was appended to its end, which 
ſhe found to be a piece of paper cu- 
"riouſly rolled up. This ſhe opened 
with a conſiderable degree of agita- 
tion, but the darkneſs of her chamber 
would not permit her to diſtinguiſh 
its contents; and having taken no pre- 
caution to enſure a light, ſhe was reluc- 
tantly compelled to delay till the morn- 
ing, the gratification of that curioſity 
which now created in her mind the ut- 
moſt anxiety. With aſſiduous care ſhe 
placed the paper under her pillow, and 
hardly capable of ſleep from the per- 
turbations of her mind, in the diſturbed 
ſlumbers which ſometimes cloſed her 

\ eyes, 
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eyes, the incident of the preceding 
evening had made ſuch an impreſſion on 
her imagination, as invariably to occur. 

The morning dawn at length enliven— 
ed her apartment, and the brilliancy of 
the riſing ſun having caſt into a tempo- 
rary obſcurity the gentle light of innu- 
merable ſtars, Matilda awoke from an 
unrefreſhing ſleep; and rejoicing at the 
ſunſhine which enlivened her chamber, 
took the paper from beneath her pillow, 
and read as follows: 

« Deſcend the ſtaircaſe to morrow 
ce when your fellow priſoners are at din- 
ce ner, and unbolt the door, when it will 
«© immediately be opened, and you will 
« find yourfelf in the arms of him, whoſe 
e exiſtence depends upon reſcuing you 
« from your impriſonment. To obviate 
« ſuſpicion at your abſence from dinner, 
« pretend indiſpoſition ; and to prevent 
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ce your eſcape from being ſoon dif- 
« covered, lock the door of your apart- 
© ment when you quit it, and bring with 
«© you the key.“ 
The note at firſt excited a number 
of anxious doubts in the mind of Ma- 
tilda; ſhe feared it was a ſnare to betray 
her, and another contrivance of the Ba- 
ron's for ſome fell purpoſe only known 
to himſelf; but the manner of its in- 
troduction, the inſtructions contained in 
it for her conduct, and above all the 
words, © the arms of him whoſe exiſ- 
« tence depends upon releaſing you from 
« impriſonment,” forcibly ſtruck her, 
and carried conviction to her mind that 
Conrad alone was the author, and the 
man into whoſe arms ſhe was to be re- 
ceived, She now gave a looſe to joy 
at the near proſpect of her delivery from 
impriſonment and brutality, Hope, ſe- 


\ ducing 
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ducing hope enlivened her mind, and ſhe 
became nearly as cheerful as when wan- 
dering with her beloved Conrad in the 
boundleſs track of imagination, or 
through the pleaſant fields that ſur- 
rounded the Caſtle of Umfreville. In 
this joyful mood ſhe proceeded to the 
breakfaſt table, where her companions 
obſerving the alteration in her manner, 
endeavoured to add to her hilarity, But 
their manners and converſation conſtantly 
excited in the mind of Matilda, alter- 
nate emotions of pity and diſguſt, and 
all their exertions rather tended to for- 
tify than eradicate the impreſſions ſhe 
had received. - Matilda in the height of 
her cheerfulneſs, had nearly forgotten the 
inſtructions contained in the note ſhe had 
received the preceding night ; but now 
pretended to be ſeized with a ſudden in- 
diſpoſition, and retiring to her chamber 
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waited with the moſt anxious ſolicitude 
and eager impatience for the hour of din- 
ner, when inſtead of partaking of a re- 
paſt rendered diſagreeable by the com- 
pany with whom ſhe was compelled to 
aſſociate, ſhe might fly to the arms of 
him who was the Lord of her boſom, 
and the conſtant theme of her reflec- 
tions. 

Conrad and Arthur, in purſuance of 
the reſolution they had formed, deter- 
mined immediately to explore the dun- 
geon's depth, and the latter having pro- 
vided himſelf with a number of keys of 
different deſcriptions, which amongſt 
other works of mechaniſm he poſſeſſed, 
and hikewiſe with a ſmall lanthern, which 
might be eaſily concealed, with the ut- 
moſt ſecrecy they repaired to the other 
ſide of the moat, purſuant to the advice 
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of Arthur, which having croſſed in a 
ſmall boat the latter had provided, with- 
out the knowledge of any one ex- 
cept himſelf and Conrad, and entering 
by a private door which was eaſily un- 
locked, they proceeded to that lead- 
ing to the dungeons, which was like- 
wile with little difficulty opened, Arthur 
having previouſly deceived his father in- 
to a belief that he was going upon an 
expedition for the purpoſe of endeavour- 
ing to diſcover ſome deſigns which he 
ſuſpected had been formed by the Baron 
de Montacute againſt the territories of 
Umfreville, and ſhould take Conrad with 
him, whom he thought might be uſeful, 
They deſcended together, until they ar- 
rived at another maſly door, which having 
with ſome difficulty opened, they found 
themſelves in a fort of paſſage, on each 
fide of which were a number of doors; 
and they remained for ſome time in ſuſ- 
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pence, undetermined which of thoſe on 
the eaſtern ſide they ſhould attempt to 
open. At length unable to make a 
choice from the appearance of any rea- 
ſons in favour of either, they attacked 
the firſt that preſented itſelf, and having 
turned 1t upon its hinges, advanced into 
a narrow dungeon, where light and air 
were admitted by one ſmall aperture,— 
Here they found ſeveral chains, and di- 
vers inſtruments of torture, the ſight of 
which made them ſhudder and recoil with 
horror. They inſpected the walls very 
cloſely, but no door could be diſcovered, 
nor any other opening, except the en- 
trance andthat which admitteda faint glim- 
mering of light. I hus diſappointed, they 
returned again to the paſſage, and hav- 
ing carefully ſhut the door, procceded to 
the next, which having in the ſame man- 
ner opened, they perceived themſelves to 

be 
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be in another dungeon, nearly ſimilar to 


the laſt, but much darker, and in which 


they were equally diſappointed. In this 
manner they explored nine dungeons, 
having a great ſimilarity to each other, 
and in which they met with the ſame ill 
fortune, 

Tired and fatigued with ſuch a fruitleſs 
ſearch, they were almoſt tempted to quit 
it in deſpair; one door only remained, 
and Conrad ſtill hoping for ſucceſs, urged 
his companion to make another effort, 
as that muſt inevitably either lead them 
on towards their object, or certainly con- 
vince them of the impoſſibility of pro- 
ceeding any farther, Arthur fuffered 
himſelf to be perſuaded, and they recom- 
menced their exertions. The door they 
were now eſſaying, notwithſtanding it 
was unlocked by one of the keys which 
Arthur brought with him, reſiſted their 
| efforts 
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efforts to open it, for a conſiderable time, 
a number of years having elapſed ſince it 
grated upon its hinges, it required great 
exertions of ſtrength to puſh it back : at 
length having ſucceeded; they ſaw be- 
fore them what they at firſt ſuppoſed to 
be another dungeon, but no inſtrument 
of torture or confinement was viſible 
within its walls, and they now began to 
hope it was a paſlage leading to another 
part of the ſubterraneous regions, that 
they wiſhed to explore. This expecta- 
tion, to their no ſmall joy, met with a 
confirmation on their arrival at the end 
of, what was in reality a paſſage, and 
they found there a door equal to that at 
the · other end in ſize and ſtrength. Ani- 
mated at the diſcovery, they uſed greater 
exertions, and opened it with leſs diffi- 
culty, and were now in another paſſage, 
ſimilar to that they had firſt entered, on 

the 
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the eaſt of which was a number of doors 
equal to that contained on each ſide of 
the former. They now concluded, and 
with a great degree of probability in their 
favour, that the paſſage they had juſt 
quitted was continued in a ſtrait line, 
and impreſſed with this ſuppoſition ea- 
overly attacked the door immediately op- 
poſite ; but upon making an entry, their 
hopes were damped, all the apparatus of 
a dungeon of confinement, filled up the 
proſpect before them; and the ſame diſ- 
appointment occurred, which had per- 
ſecuted them in thoſe they had before 
examined, The next muſt doubtleſs be 
that which would gratify their expecta- 
tion ; but here it was again croſſed, and 
dungeon after dungeon was explored, un- 
til they had arrived at the farther end of 
the paſſage. 
Deſpair began once more to throw its 
gloom 
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gloom over their minds, when on open- 
ing the laſt door, they again ſaw the ap- 
pearance of a paſſage, Though now 
much fatigued, a proſpect of realizing 
their hopes, added new vigour to their 
efforts, and having forced the door, they 
found themſelves once more in a paſſage, 
and eagerly looked for the door on the 
other ſide, but none was to be per- 
ceived. Surpriſed and diſappointed, they 
inſpected the oppoſite wall again and 
again, From their ſituation they were 
convinced it was not the boundary of the 
dungeons, but as nearly as they could 
gueſs, the commencement of the Eaſt 
Tower; but notwithſtanding, however, 
the minuteſt inſpection, they could not 
diſcover any trace of a door, and were 
about to quit the ſcene of their fatiguing 


exertions, penſive and ſorrowful, when 


the foot of Conrad happening to ſlip, he 
fell 
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fell againſt the wall. The ſhock cauſed 
a brick to fall out upon the ground : the 
incident excited their curioſity, and look- 
ing at the place from whence it had pro- 
ceeded, they diſcovered ſeveral bricks 
above and below it to be looſe. Having 
removed theſe, they diſcovered part of a 
door with its lock; Arthur endeavoured 
to open the lock with ſeveral of the keys 
he had brought with him, but could not 
effect his purpoſe. Key after key was 
was tried, but in vain; at length one was 
found which ſucceeded, and they puſhed 
againſt the door for ſome time, with- 
out being able to move it; until mak- 
ing a deſperate effort, it burſt open with 
conſiderable violence, and they fell head- 
long within the paſſage it led to, 
Recovering themſelves from their fall, 
they proceeded: after opening another 
door into a paſſage, on the ſide of which 


from 
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from whence they had entered were ſeve- 
ral doors leading to dungeons ſimilar to 
thoſe they had explored. On the other 
ſide they perceived a ſtrong maſſy door 
which they had no doubt led to the up- 
per rooms of the Eaſt Tower, this they 
opened with ſome difficulty, and, in- 
ſpecting the other ſide, were ſurprized it 
had been obedient to their efforts, as two 
ſtrong bolts appeared to have guarded it 
againſt all ſuch attempts, but looking 
farther they diſcovered the ſtaples, worn 
by ruſt, had given way, and fallen from 
their places, which rendered the bolts in- 
ſufficient, and of no uſe. A narrow ſtair- 
caſe was now before them, which they 
cautiouſly aſcended until they arrived at 
a door, which, according to every appear- 
ance, was the means of communication 
with the upper apartments of the Eaſt 
Tower. 

They 
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They ſeveral times looked through the 
keyhole, but the paſſage before it was 
dark, and nothing could be ſeen. They 
liſtened for ſome time, but could not 
hear either the footſteps, or voice, of any 
one. A murmuring noiſe was ſoon after 
heard, and, liſtening very attentively, 
they at length diſtinguiſhed female voices 
above. There was now every proba- 
bility that the inhabitants of the tower 
were all together in their common apart- 
ment, either at dinner, or converſing 
afterwards. It was evident, from the 
number of ſteps they had aſcended, that 
this was the door leading from the Eaſt 
Tower to the dungeons below, and 


Arthur began to try the lock; after nu- 
merous trials he at length found a key 
which unlocked it. This he imme- 
diately gave to Conrad, that it might 
not be mixed with the others which he 

had 
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had about him. The joy of the latter 
almoſt overpowered his ſenſes; the pro- 
ſpect which he now had of releaſing his 
beloved Matilda from the dreadful priſon 
that immured her angelic form, and 
reſcuing her from the unhallowed viola- 
tion of her tyrannic gaoler, created a 
ferment in his mind, and cauſed a tremor 
upon his nerves, that took from him his 
preſence of mind, and he ſwore he would 
inſtantly proceed to her chamber, and de- 
liver her from the dangers with which ſhe 
was environed, 

Arthur, more cool, moderated the 
tranſports of his companion, which ſeem- 
ed almoſt to overleap the bounds of fra- 
ternal affection, and having conſidered, 
for a moment, he obſerved to him it 
would be imprudent to attempt to force 
open the door, which he had been ſuc- 
ceſsful in unlocking, as the noiſe, being 
ſo 
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ſo near the chambers above, would moſt 
probably alarm their inhabitants, and the 
conſequence would be, a diſcovery preg- 
nant with danger to themſelves, and 
equally involving the object of their de- 
liverance. Impreſſed with this convic- 
tion Arthur perſuaded his companion to 


accompany him to the paſſage below, 


where, without danger of being over- 
heard, they might conſider of a plan 
likely to afford them ſucceſs. To this 
propoſal Conrad at length agreed, and 
having carefully relocked the door, they 
retired, 

Arthur, from the faint recolle&ion he 
had of the internal part of the Eaſt 
Tower, thought he remembered that 
bolts were put upon the door, to enſure 
a greater degree of ſecurity; for though 
they were no ſecurity againſt the females 
who inhabited the place, they muſt effec- 


tually 
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tually prevent any attempt to make an 
entry from the other ſide, And a combi- 
nation between any of thoſe females, and 
perſons without, who were capable of 
aſſiſting their eſcape, was hardly within 
the verge of poſſibility. 

They were now maſters of all the paſ- 
ſages through the dungeons, and the lock 
of the door that led to the apartments in 
the Eaſt Tower, but to puſh back the 
bolts,. that guarded it on the other ſide, 
mult be the work of ſome perſon within. 
And at any rate it was obviouſly impoſ- 
ſible the deliverance of Matilda could be 
effected, unleſs ſhe was made acquainted 
with the exertions making for her reſcue, 
and inſtructed how to aſſiſt thoſe efforts, 
and render her eſcape complete. 

The conveyance of this information 


to Matilda ſtill remained a moſt difficult 


taſks» 
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taſk. But jt was evident they could pro- 
ceed no further where they were in the 
attainment of their object. It was, there- 
fore, reſolved to meaſure back their ſteps, 
and meet again on a riſing ground, at 
ſome diſtance from the caſtle, where the 
Eaſt Tower was in full view, and ſome 
thought might occur, likely to be of ſer- 
vice in the execution of their plan, 

They immediately returned, leaving 
unlocked all the doors in their way, until 
they arrived at that which led to the upper 
part of the caſtle ; this they had carefully 
locked before they deſcended the ſtairs, 
and forgotten the key that opened it; 
both began to be alarmed, and, with a 
conderable degree of trepidation, ſeveral 
keys were tried, but without ſuccels, 
Their terror increaſed, and ſcarcely could 
the trembling hand of Arthur guide each 
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into the keyhole, but at length that which 
had opened it was found, and they arrived 
in the dark paſſage, where Arthur, having 
again locked the door delivered it to 
Conrad, that it might not, by any chance, 
become mixed with others, and they 
thus be prevented from purſuing their 
ſcheme. 

They now proceeded through the private 
paſſage to the moat, which having ferried 
over, they entered the caſtle, as ifjuſt return- 
ed from their expedition, and whilſt Con- 
rad repaired to the buttery to obtain ſome 
refreſhment, Arthur aſcended to his father's 
apartment, and entered into a long detail 
of the ſuſpicions he entertained relative to 
the conduct of the Baron de Montacute , 
adding, that it was neceſſary to watch his 
motions with conſiderable care, but he 
had no doubt, with the aſſiſtance of Con- 
rad, 


THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 193 


rad, of being enabled to diſconcert all 
his projects. The Baron was delighted 
with the active zeal of his ſon, and in- 
veſted him with all the neceſſary powers 
to purſue his plans, triumphing in the 
tnought of leaving every care to Arthur, 
and having nothing to diſturb his revelry 
in thoſe ſenſual pleaſures which were his 
only delight. 

Conrad, after partaking of ſome re- 
freſhment, waited impatiently for the 
evening, and, impatience riling into ex- 
treme agitation, at length determined 
him to repair to the place, where Arthur 
had appointed to meet him, long before the 
time agreed upon. Having arrived at the 
ſpot, he took his ſtation behind ſome buſhes 
which concealed him from obſervation, 
but from whence. he had a full view of 
the Eaſt Tower, where his beloved Ma- 
tilda remained a forlorn priſoner, Long 
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and anxiouſly he contemplated the place; 
all the happy moments he had enjoyed 
in her company; all the tender ſenſations 
he had experienced from the influence 
of her amiable qualities; every word, 
and every look, that had eſcaped the 
lovely maid, and unintentionally diſplayed 
her love, now unbidden, recalled them- 
ſelves to his memory, and ſuffuſed his eyes 
with tears. The lightof the ſun was thrown 
full upon the Tower, and its dazzlingglare 
prevented him from diſtmguiſhing any 
object at the windows. After a ſhort 
time had elapſed, by the further decline 
of the fun, the dazzle of its rays was 
removed, and, a clear and ſtrong maſs of 
light being thrown upon the Tower, he 
thought he diſcovered a female at one of 
the windows; looking again, with the 
moſt anxious folicitude, he was con- 

vinced 
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vinced he hadnot been deceived. The body 
of light, which, from the clearneſs of the 
evening illumined the place, enabled 


him, notwithſtanding the windows were. 


ſo far removed within, to diſtinguiſh the 
features. It was Matilda herſelf; ſcarcely 
knowing what he did he was about to 
ruſh forward, though without any object 
to be attained by his exertions, But re- 
flection coming to his aid, he determined 
to remain, and, whilſt he marked well 
the window from whence a glimpſe of 
his beloved Matilda had caught his 
anxious view, a thought darted into his 
mind that promiſed him all the advan- 
tages of ſucceſs, without being beholden 
to Arthur de Umfreville, whom, though 
he believed his defigns were honourable, 
he could not but conſider as a rival, and 
a rival, who from his power and fortunes 
added to his ſhare in the gratitude of 

RS Matilda 


— >. 


& a PO, — OO . SD 


oo th a 0 OI" OOO * 


— — —— =- 


— 


195 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 


Matilda for her deliverance, would poſ- 
feſs claims, the contemplation of which 
made Conrad tremble, and ſicken at the 
fear of being ſucceſsfully ſupplanted in 
her affections by the potent Arthur. 

. Conrad had in his poſſeſſion the keys 
of the private door, that leading to the 
dungeons, and up to the Eaſt Tower, 
which were all now neceſſary to pals 
through the ſubterranean paſlages, and 
proceed immediately to the Eaſt Tower, 
and if he could convey to Matilda the 
neceſſary information and inſtruction, 
whilft he temporized with Arthur, and 
perſuaded him to another interview for 
the formation of a plan, he might alone 
conduct her eſcape, and, flying ſwiftly, 
be enabled to reach ſome obſcure place 
of ſecurity, where they might remain till 
the ardour of purſuit was cooled, in con- 
{quence of repeated ſucceſsleſs efforts, 
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when it was highly probable they would 
completely effect their eſcape from the 
tyranny and anger of the Baron. 

Theſe ideas dwelt upon his mind, and 
abſorbed his reflections, until rouſed from 
their contemplation by the arrival of Ar- 
thur de Umfreville. The ſun had now 
nearly finiſhed its daily courſe, and the 
ſtrong clear maſs of light that had been 
thrown upon the windows of the Eaſt 
Tower, was conſiderably faded, fo that 
the form of Matilda was no longer viſible 
even to the ſharpened ſight of Conrad. 
No wonder, therefore, that Arthur could 
not, after watching for a conſiderable 
time, diſtinguiſh any object to which the 
name of Matilda might be applied, and, 
thus diſappointed, began to deſpair of 
being enabled to have any communica- 
tion with her, 

Conrad conſoled him for the want of 


3 ſucceſs, 
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ſucceſs, and obſerved it was highly pro- 
bable, by coming a little earlier to the 
ſpot on the next evening, when the light 
was ſtronger, they might obtain a glimpſe 
of Matilda, and diſcover the chamber 
in which ſhe was confined, Arthur 
acquieſced in the juſtice of the obſerva- 
tion, but lamented the delay, and pro- 
poled various ſchemes for her deliver- 
ance, which were all demonſtrated by 
Conrad to be futile and inſufficient, 
unleſs they could communicate with 
the object their exertions were direc- 
ted to deliver, The former was con- 
vinced of the abſolute neceſſity there was 
for making choice of ſome means to in- 
ſtruct her in what manner ſhe muſt pro- 
mote her eſcape, to entitle them to any 
hope of ſucceſs, and at length agreed to 
meet Conrad on the ſame ſpot at an 
early hour on the morrow evening. The 

latter, 
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latter, for the purpoſe of properly direct- 
ing his own efforts, endeavoured to learn 
of Arthur the beſt plan of eſcape in the 
event of their imparting the deſign to Ma- 
tilda, who informed him they muſt con- 
vey her from the Eaſt Tower at the hour 
of dinner, and, remaining in the ſub- 
terraneous apartments until night, eſcape 
through the private door, having taken 
the precaution to carry with them a ſuit 
of male habiliments in which ſhe mult 
iſſue from the caſtle, Conrad enquired 
why they could not convey her by night 1 
from the priſon, and effect their eſcape 8 
immediately; to which Arthur replied, | | 
that ſeveral of the females, inhabiting the 
place, ſlept on the lower floor, and the 

noiſe cauſed by opening the door would 

aſſuredly alarm them, and be the means 

of diſcovering the plot. The former had 

now learnt all he wiſhed to be informed 
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of, and the ſtars having began to diſplay 
their light they left their ſtation, and had 
no ſooner arrived at the caſtle, and Ar- 
thur aſcended to his apartments, than 
Conrad began to work upon his plan. 
Having procured ſeveral ſlender twigs 
he tied them together until he made a 
pole, long enough for his purpoſe, 
and fixed on at the end a pointed 
iron; he wrote the note, which Matilda 
afterwards received, and conveyed it in 
at the external opening, hoping that ſhe 
might ſtill be at the window, or if not, 
might perceive its ſhade, or hear the 
noiſe of it againſt the glaſs, and thus be 
induced to open it, and take off the pa- 
per. When he found, from the motion 
of the pole, that ſome one had ſeized it, 
he waited till it ceaſed, and then imme- 
diately drawing it down, fearful of being 
diſcovered, with the moſt joyful emotions 

perceived 
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perceived the note was gone. No ob- 
ſtacle now remained to the execution af 
the ſcheme he had formed, and hurrying 
back to the Caſtle ; after partaking of a 
ſlight refreſhment, betook himſelf to bed, 
but not to ſleep; the important enter- 
prize he had to execute on the morrow 
for important it truly was to his hap- 
pineſs— filled and agitated his mind, and 
prevented it from acquiring ſufficient calm- 
neſs to reſign itſelf into the arms of Mor- 


pheus; now and then, a ſlumber would 


ſteal upon his ſenſes, and the dungeons 


he had explored in the day were continu- 


ally preſent to his mind. 


At length, ſinking exhauſted into a 


ſleep, which laſted beyond the uſual time 
of quitting his chamber, he was awaken- 
ed by a murmuring noiſe in the Caſtle, 
which, upon liſtening attentively, ſeemed 


to reſult from a number of voices very 
I's: earneſtly 
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earneſtly converſing : wondering what 
had intereſted their attention, he liſtened 
for a while, and plainly diftinguiſhed the 
name of Matilda frequently repeated, 
He now haſted to dreſs himſelf, and leave 


his apartment, for the purpoſe of learning 


the cauſe of the agitation, but heſitat- 
ed a moment at the door, reflecting 
that his darling ſcheme of delivering 
Matilda might have been diſcovered, and 
he only quit his chamber to be immur- 
ed in a dungeon; recollecting however, 
his danger would in that caſe be the ſame 
whether he remained or departed, he open- 
ed his door and proceeded to the place 
from whence the noiſe ſeemed to originate, 
and where he found nearly all the retain- 
ers belonging to the houſehold collected 
together about the body of a young wo- 
man which had been found that day, and 
dragged out of the moat before the Caſtle. 

No 
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No female had been miſſing from thence 
except Matilda, and an unanimous con- 
eluſion was drawn, that it muſt be her. 
T he features were ſo much disfigured that 
they could not be recognized, and this 
made them the more poſitive in their ſup- 
poſitions, Even Colin and Annette, weep- 
ing at the ſight, were convinced it was 
the corpſe of their daugher ; and Jaques - 
himſelf began to curſe his ill fortune at ſo 
unlucky an event, as he now imagined. 
ſhe was really dead, and that he had 
wronged the Baron in attributing to his 
arts her ſudden diſappearance. 

It was at this moment that Conrad ar- 
rived, and they all waited with eager ex- 
pectation for his opinion upon the ſubje&. 
He looked for ſome time upon the body 
before him—it was the ſize of Matilda, 
but the features could not be diſtinguiſh- 
ed, and he remained a conſiderable : time 

K 6 | in 
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in anguiſh and ſurpriſe ; but a number of 
circumſtances were revolved: in his mind, 
and it ſcarcely appeared within the verge 
of poſſibility that it could. be the corpſe 
of Matilda, He was convinced he had 
ſeen her on the preceding day, and it 
muſt doubtleſs be her who recetved his 
note ; but the body he now viewed ap- 
peared to have been in the water ſeveral 
days ; added to this, her dreſs was differ- 
ent from. that in which-it was attired; 
Theſe reaſons determined his conviction, 
but thinking ſuppoſition of her deceaſe in 
the minds of. thoſe preſent might tend to 
annihilate all ſuſpicion of the ſcheme which 
he was about to execute for the purpoſe of 
delivering her; and, at the ſame time, 
whilſt he had the means of that deliver- 
ance in his own power, if he could con- 
vince Arthur de Umfreville of her death, 
it would prevent him from taking any 
ſteps 
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ſteps to aſliſt her eſcape, and extinguiſh 
in his mind the laſt embers of that paſſion 
which ſeemed to agitate his breaſt. Thus 
Conrad would have the ſole merit of reſcu- 
ing his beloved Matilda, and his claims 
upon her love would not be weakened by 
the interference of any powerful interloper. 
This additional ſcheme, which was rather 


the reſult of cunning than of true wiſdom 


and magnanimity, and beneath the ſupe- 
rior powers of his mind, he immediately 
proceeded to carry into execution; and 
it was favoured by the appearance of Ar- 


thur, who, hearing a conſiderable buſtle 


in the houſe, deſcended the ſtaircaſe to 
enquire into the cauſe of the noiſe. 
Conrad, aſſuming an air of deep diſtreſs, 
thus laconically addreſſed him: © Behold, 
« my Lord, the ſad remains of my unfor- 
« tunate ſiſter!” Arthur, ſtarting at his 


expreſſion, inſtantly approached the body 


and 
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and remained for a conſiderable time in 
a ſuſpenſe ſimilar to that which had ab- 
ſorbed the mind of Conrad when firſt con- 
templating the ſame ſubject. Various 
circumſtances were hoſtile to the ſuppoſi- 
tion of its being the body of Matilda which 
had been found ;—this was only the ſc- 
cond day ſince her diſappearance, whilſt 
the corpſe he was viewing ſeemed to have 
been bereft of life a much longer time, 
With her dreſs, on the day ſhe diſappear- 
ed, he was unacquainted ; this Conrad 
perfectly recollected, and the difference 
of apparel convinced him it could not be 
the ſame. The circumſtance eſcaped the 
conſideration of Colin and Annette, and 
Arthur, being ignorant of it, could not 
poſitively determine, though the proba- 
bilities were againſt the ſuppoſition of its 
being the pallid remains of Matilda. But 
| though he remained in doubtand ſuſpenſe, 

| IB 
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it appeared to his mind advantageous to 
his ſcheme, that the houſehold of his fa- 
ther and the parents of Matilda ſhould 
imagine her dead. He knew his only ob- 
Jet was to wreſt her from his father's 
graſp that he might deſpoil her honour, 


and become that mercileſs and depraved | 


violator of her virtue and her peace, which 
he was only angry with the Baron for 
being to the excluſion of himſelf, If ſhe 
was ſuppoſed to be dead by her relatives 
and the houſehold, no farther enquiry 
would be inſtituted concerning her diſap- 
pearance ; nor would any ſuſpicion re- 
main relative to the place of her impriſon- 
ment, or reſt upon any one reſpecting 
whatever attempts might be made to reſcue 
her from her preſent confinement. Conrad 
too ſeemed to believe it to be the corpſe 
of his ſiſter, and why could he not carry 


on his ſcheme without the aſſiſtance of 


Conrad ? 


208 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAT. 


Conrad? The thought ſtruck him, and 

took poſſeſſion. of. his mind. The high 
| notions of honour which ſeemed to ſtimu- 
late the mind-of Conrad, might very pro- 
bably be an obſtacle to his views relative 
to Matilda, whilſt Arthur ſeemed to him- 
ſelf fully competent to carry on his ſcheme 
to a concluſion, withoutthe aſſiſtance of the 
former. He even began to wonder why he 
had at firſt called in his aid. Theſe reflec- 
tions employed the mind of Arthur, dur- 
ing the time he appeared to contemplate 
the corpſe of Matilda, and determined 
him to acquieſce publicly in the general 
opinion; whilſt, privately; he purſued his 
plan for her reſcue, as, from every cir- 
cumſtance, he ſtill thought her immured 
inthe Eaſt Tower; and he even doubted 
whether it was not a ſcheme of his father; 
for the.purpoſe of ſtifling all enquiry rela- 
tive to the lovely maid, whom he wiſhed 
to appropriate to himſelf, 
Conrad 
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Conrad perceiving the voice of Arthur 
concur in the general opinion, ſecretly ex- 
ulted in all the triumph of ſucceſs ; whilſt 
Arthur, rejoicing with equal animation, 
immediately aſcended to his father, and 
determining to deceive him into a belief 
that himſelf, as well as the Baron's houſe- 
hold, and the parents and brother of Ma- 

-tilda, were convinced of the reality of 
Matilda's death, ſince no ſuſpicion would 
then be generated in his mind of any at- 
tempt likely to be made for her reſcue, 
informed his father that the corpſe of 
Matilda had been found, and her diſap- 
pearance was now. accounted for, though 
in a melancholy manner, 

The Baron, who in reality knew 
nothing of the matter, at firſt thought 
it was actually the body of Matilda 
that had been diſcovered, and in the 
hurry of his mind was about pro- 
ceeding to the Eaſt Tower to inſtitute 

an: 
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an enquiry concerning her exiſtence, but 
recollecting his ſon was before him, he re- 
ſtrained his impetuoſity ; whilſt the latter 
minutely detailed all the circumſtances re- 
lative to the accidental finding and ap- 
pearance of the corpſe in queſtion, which 
completely convinced the Baron it was 
not Matilda, Becoming the dupe of 
his ſon's artifice, he rejoiced in his turn 
at an incident unexpeRedly happening, 
ſo peculiarly calculated to annihilate all 
ſuſpicion concerning her confinement, 
and further the purpoſe of his deſigns. 
-The advantage to his ſcheme, of 
2 belief on the part of the parents and 
brother of Matilda, of his ſon and his 
houſhold, in her death, was obvious and 
apparent. No obſtacle would then remain 
to the completion of his purpoſe, and the 
unfortunate damſel muſt be completely 
cut off from all communication with ſo- 
ciety, and bereft of all external aſ- 
ſiſtance. 
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ſiſtance. Perceiving the ſubje& in this 
point of view, he calmly liſtened to his 
fon's narrative; and when he had conclud- 


ed, in order to ſtrengthen that belief in 


the event of her deceaſe, which ſeemed to 
remain in uncontrouled poſſeſſion of the 
latter's mind, he faid, that two days be- 
fore, he had heard, early in the morning, 
a noiſe in the moat, as if occaſioned by 
the falling in of ſome heavy body, but 
not particularly ſtriking his mind, the in- 
cident had not again occurred until Ar- 
thur's narrative brought it ſtrongly to bis 
recollection. 


His father's calmneſs and concluding 


obſervation rather ſtaggered the mind of 


Arthur; but, well acquainted with his 
character, and obſerving the agitation 
which the firſt mention of Matilda's corpſe 
had cauſed in his mind, and which, in ſpite 
of his diſſimulation, appeared in his coun- 

tenance, 
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tenance, he ſtill conſidered his ſuppoſition 
of her impriſonment in- the Eaſt Tower 
to be warranted by a very large portion 
of probability; and, leaving the preſence 
of the Baron, determined to purſue the 
plan he had formed with unabated ardor. 
The Baron, well verſed in all the re- 
finements of diſſimulation, immediately 
ſent for Colin, and condoling with him 
in terms of the moſt tender ſympathy 
upon the loſs of his daughter, again aſ- 
ſured him of a comfortable ſupport for 
the remainder of his liſe, and immedi- 
ately iſſued his command for a pompous 
funeral to be provided at his own ex- 
pence; obſerving to the diſconſolate fa- 
ther, that her goodneſs and amiable 
qualities deſerved: every mark of reſpect 
and attention it was poſſible to beſtow 
upon her cold and inanimate remains. 
The afflicted Colin was in ſome de- 


gree 
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gree cheered by the apparently generous 
and humane conduct of the Baron, and 
retired to adminiſter all the conſolation 
in his power to the ſorrowing Annette, 
who was now paying the laſt duties to 


the ſuppoſed remains of her unfortunate 
and beloved child, 


WET CHAP, 


Nl 
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CHAP, VII. 
— ———— —— 


1 incident had employed a 
conſiderable portion of time, and 
little now remained before the hour of 
dinner; for which the anxious Conrad 
waited with more impatience than the 
moſt determined glutton or ſenſual epi- 
cure. At length the auſpicious moment 
arrived, and having concealed a ſmall 
lanthorn in his pocket, and informed 
Colin he was going a ſhort diſtance into 
the country, with palpitating heart re- 
paired to the dark paſſage without being 
perceived; finding means to carry with 
him ſome proviſions, and likewiſe a 
complete 
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complete diſguiſe for Matilda; open- 
ing the outer door leading to the dun- 
geon, which he carefully relocked, he 
proceeded with rapid ſtep and without 
farther fear through the paſſages which 
had been purpoſely left open, until he 
arrived at the door that ſeparated him from 
his Matilda. Trembling in every limb 
and with quick and difficult reſpiration, 
he liſtened for a while and heard the ſame 
murmuring noiſe from above which had 
ſtruck his ear the preceding day, and 
convinced him they were at dinner, 
The ſound of a footſtep caught his ear, 
and more violently agitated, he liſtened 
with anxious attention ; it proceeded to- 
wards the door, and, enrapturing ſound, 
he heard the maſly bolts recoil from their 
ſtaples. In a fever of joy he turned the 
key, the lock reluctantly gave way, the 

door 


216 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL. 


door opened, and he caught her in his 
arms: | 
He had ſufficient preſence of mind left 
to relock the door, and put the key into 
his pocket, and then ſilently led his fair 
companion down the ſtairs, acroſs the 
paſſage beneath, and along the ſhort one 
on the oppoſite fide, until they arrived 
in that, on the Eaſt - fide of which 
Conrad had accidentally diſcovered the 
concealed door. This door being in 
the middle of the wall, and the paſſage 
of communication with the Weſtern dun- 
geons at one end, Conrad concluded it 
would be the beſt plan to lead M a- 
tilda to the other extremity of the paſ- 
ſage they were now in, as that place in 
the event of any one's entering the dun- 
geons, which was extremely improbable, 
would be entirely out of their track, and 
by concealing the feeble light he had 
with 
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with him, they might remain there in 


perfect darkneſs until night, as the nar- 
row chink which admitted light and air 
at the oppoſite end of the paſſage, caſt 
along it too feeble a glimmer to enable 
any one to diſtinguiſh an object at ſo 
oreat a diſtance; and when night had 
diffuſed her ſtillneſs over the caſtle, and 
the ſenſes of its inhabitants were no 
longer open to the impreſſion of external 
objects, they might then by means of 
the private door, and the little veſſel up- 
on the moat depart from the caſtle, and 
before the eſcape of Matilda was 
known, might have reached ſome place 
of ſafety and concealment, 

Fraught with theſe opinions, he led his 
trembling companion to the extremity of 
the paſſage where hehad determined to take 
up his abode for a few hours, and luckily 
diſcovered a receſs with a ſeat, where 

L they 
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they muſt be completely hid, unleſs any one 
came purpoſely to look for them, and 
now concealing the light, he at length 
broke the ſilence he had hitherto ſtrictly 
obſerved, that accorded ſo well with 
the gloom of the ſubterraneous regions 
in which they were now ſeated, and in a 
whiſpering tone ſaid, Here, my dear 
« Matilda, we will remain until night, 
c when we ſhall be enabled, with a good 
© proſpect of ſucceſs, to effect our el- 
e cape from this manſion of depravity 
'« and vice,” His fair companion in 
the ſame whiſpering tone, acquieſced in 
his reſolution, and they fat down in 
the receſs that ſo effectually concealed 
them. 

Conrad was now relieved from his agi- 
tation, and a portion of that anxiety 
which had corroded his mind, and re- 
viving in pleaſing remembrance for- 

5 mer 
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mer ſcenes of tenderneſs and love, he anti- 
cipated with all the eagerneſs of a vivid 
imagination the delights of future hap- 
pineſs. But ſcarcely had he began to 
be thus employed when they heard a 
diſtant noiſe; Conrad alarmed, and fear- 
ful of being diſcovered, liſtened with 
the moſt eager anxiety, until he plainly 
heard a footſtep advancing along one 
of the paſſages that led to that at the 
end of which they were ſeated. Fright 
almoſt deprived him of reflection, and 
the power of motion, his companion 
trembled violently, whilſt Conrad recol- 
lecting the danger of her ſcreaming, and 
thereby betraying the place of their 
concealment, placed his hand upon her 
mouth, and ſtrictly charged her to avoid 
making the leaſt noiſe, The footſteps 
now evidently advanced, and her agitation 
becoming extreme, and too powerful for 
her ſenſes, ſhe fainted in his arms: ſtill 


1. 2 more 
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more diſtreſſed by ſo unfortunate a cir- 
cumſtance, he had no reſource but to 
remain where he was, and by the moſt 
ſcrupulous filence, endeavour to prevent 
a diſcovery. | 
He heard the footſteps, which ſeemed 
to be thoſe of a ſingle perſon, cautiouſly 
advancing along the paſſage, in the re- 
ceſs. of which they were ſeated, and could 
with difficulty moderate the extreme agi- 
tation of his nerves. No glimmer of 
any light appeared, and he ventured to 
peep from his concealment, but nothing 
could be ſeen, though he diſtinctly heard 
the footſteps, which at length took a di- 
rection on the oppoſite ſide of the paſ- 
ſage; Conrad ſtill heard them proceed 
until the ſound died upon his ear, when 
the ſhutting of a door again awakened 
his fright, and renewed his perturbation, 
he once more heard them, though now 
ſeeming 
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ſeeming to be thoſe of two perſons re- 
turning very ſlowly into the paſſage at 
the extremity of which they had placed 
themſelves, His tremor increaſed to 
an almoſt ungovernable height, when he 
was relie ved by their taking a contrary 
direction from the angle where he re- 
mained: he heard them paſs through the 
ſhort paſſage at the end, and again the 
ſound became inaudible ; but ſoon after- 
wards a door grated upon its hinges, 
and he diſtinctly heard ſome one in the 
dungeon, to the wall of which the ſtone 
he was fitting upon cloſely adjoined; 
chains rattled for a moment, a whiſper- 
ing ſucceeded, which laſted a few mo- 
ments, and all was once more ſilent as 
the grave, 

Fright and agitation now yielded in 
the mind of Conrad to wonder and amaze- 


ment; for he could not rationally explain 
| 3 the 
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the cauſe of the ſtrange ſounds which had 
met his ear, Report had adjudged the 
place to be haunted, but the ſtrong 
intellects of Conrad deſpiſed the tale. 
Yet how could the noiſe that had juſt now 
filled him with terror and affright proceed 
from any living being? The way through 
the dungeons to the Eaſt Tower was only 
known to himſelf and Arthur de Umfre— 
ville. That Arthur ſhould walk there at 
that time was, in the higheſt degree, im- 
probable,—that he ſhould be there with- 
out a light, was incredible, But the clank- 
ing of the chains and whiſpering, was con- 
cluſive evidence againſt ſuch a ſuppoſition, 
It muſt be a ſupernatural being—1r muſt 
be an apparition that haunted the dun- 
geons! And the latter concluſion appear- 
ed ſo extremely juſt, reaſoning from the 
evidence of what he had heard, that, in- 
credulous as he was, he found himſelf 
compelled to aſſent to its truth. 

| His 
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His mind had been ſo wholly abſorbed 
by the incidents the occurrence of which had 
created ſo muckalarm, that he had forgot- 
ten the ſtate in which his fair companion 
ſtill remained, reclining upon his boſom. 
Gently raiſing her head, and placing his 
hand upon her mouth to prevent any un- 
guarded exclamation, he enjoyed the in- 
expreſſible ſatisfaction of witneſſing her 
recovery. When, ſoftly whiſpering in 
her ear to be ſilent, they fat ſor forme time 
without interchanging a word. 'Terrifi- 
ed as he had been by the noiſe, and though 
half convinced it muſt have ariſen from a 
ſupernatural being; vet hearing the whit- 
pering in the adjoining dungeon, and not 
certainly knowing whether any one was 
there, he was afraid to ſpeak ; and waited 
with the greateſt anxiety for the time, 
which was ſtill far diſtant, when he might 
ſafely quit a ſituation now become ex- 


tremely irkſome and unpleaſant. 
„ A con- 
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A conſiderable buſtle above, added to 
the clangor of arms, now attracted their 
notice, and excited ſomè fear. After a 
mort interval, a noiſe was again heard 
below; and Conrad liſtening with the moſt 
anxious attention, plainly heard ſome 
one advancing towards the paſſage ; and 
to increaſe his alarm, the footſteps pro- 
ceeded along the paſſage leading from the 
Faſt Tower. The fear of being diſco- 
vered now more forcibly impreſſed itſelf 
upon his mind, and the agitation of his 
fair companion was renewed with re- 
doubled force; with difficulty Conrad 
prevented her from ſcreaming aloud, and 
on the nearer approach of the footſteps 
ſhe again became ſenſeleſs in his arms. 
The noiſe ceaſed for a minute, when it 
approached nearer ; and the dazzling glare 
of a ſtrong light illuminated the paſſage. 
The footſteps ſeemed to be thoſe of two 

or 
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or three perſons, and the terror of Con- 
rad became extreme. It was doubtleſs 
tlie Baron, who, being made acquainted 
with the eſcape of Matilda, was come to 
ſeek her in theſe dark caverns; where, 
from the ſituation of the door, he would 
ſuppoſe her to be fled. They advanced 
along the paſſage, towards the place where 
he and his fair companion were ſeated. 


Horror in the thought! He unſheathed 


his dagger, and reſolutely determined, 


if their concealment was diſcovered, in- 
ſtantly to plunge it into the heart of his 
companion, and then transhx his own, 


The footſteps approached nearer, and the 
fatal dagger was already brandiſhed by the 
trembling hand of Conrad, when a pauſe 


enſued, and they ſlowly retreated towards 
the oppoſite extremity of the paſſage. 


A rattling of chains was now heard in the 


adjoining dungeon. Whilſt the light in 


RS a great 


226 THE MYSTERIOUS SEAL, 


a great meaſure vaniſhed, they proceeded 


along the little paſſage at the end, and 


ſhortly afterwards a door was heard to 
unlock: an interval again enſued, and 
another grated upon its hinges ; ſeveral 
were afterwards opened in the ſame man- 
ner; until at length the party entered the 
dungeon adjoining to the place where 
he ſat, when a piercing ſhriek reſounded 
through the vaulted caverns; and ſoon 
after the footſteps were plainly heard, ad- 
vancing with extreme llowneſs in the paſ- 
lage where Conrad ſat, but no light was 
to be ſeen; ſtill appearing to return by 
the way they had arrived, the ſound 
became no longer heard, and a death-like 
filence ſucceeded. Aſtoniſhment was now 
at its utmoſt height in the mind of Con- 
rad, who, ſtill remaining ſafe with his be- 
loved Matilda, was convinced it was not 
any purſuit of her that had cauſed the 


ſtrange 
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ſtrange noiſes he had heard. That the 
Baron, or any of the reſidents in the Eaſt 
Tower, ſhould defcend into theſe ſub- 
terraneous apartments without any ſpe- 
cific object in view, was extremely im- 
probable; and he well knew that all 
the dungeons on the weſt-ſide of where he 
tat, which appeared to have been explor- 
ed by the laſt party, were uninhabited. 
Unable to account for theſe myſterious 
circumſtances, he ſeemed compelled to 
have recourſe to ſupernatural means, and 
at length concluded they aroſe from ap- 
paritions who frequented the dungeons, A 
concluſion, which, however ſtrange, ap- 
peared to be the only reſource left to ac- 
count for the combination of ſtrange 
events that had juſt occurred. 

His fair companion, now a little reco- 
vered, complained of much indiſpoſition. 


There being at length a ceſſation of noiſe, 
L 6 they 
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they partook of the proviſions he had 
brought with him as comfortably as the 
darkneſs of the place would permit, for 
he was afraid to diſplay his light, and ſhe 
in ſome meaſure regained her ſpirits. All 
was now ſilent, not the leaſt ſound was 
to be heard; and Conrad had leiſure to 
reflect upon the courſe to be purſued, after 
he had led Matilda out of the Caſtle, 
T he ruinous building, where he had found 
the portrait ſo much reſembling himſelf, 
darted into his mind; it was very proba- 
bly the place where he ſhould meet with 
the means of elucidating the myſtery he 
ardently wiſhed to develope, and to that 
he determined to haſten. But it was at 
| leaſt two days journey from the Caſtle of 
Umfreville, and a purſuit would no doubt 
be commenced in the morning, which they 
might find a difficulty in eſcaping from; 
at the ſame time he reflected, the Baron 


_ would 
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would be conſiderably embarraſſed, as he 
could not purſue them without aſſiſtance, 
and all his villainy relative to Matilda muſt 
then be diſcovered. In the male habili- 
ments he had brought with him, her eſcape 
could better be effected than in her own 
dreſs; and he determined they ſhould tra- 
vel the greater part-of the night, and to- 
wards morning, ſtriking off into by-paths, 
endeavour to obtain concealment in an 
unfrequented place, or lodging and re- 
freſhment in ſome cottage, where they 
might paſs for pilgrims. 

Afraid for ſome time of uttering a word, 
he at length whiſpered his plan, which 
was highly approved of; and, with the 
utmoſt impatience, he waited till the hour 
when darkneſs and ſilence might allow 
of their eſcape undiſcovered, A clan- 
gor of arms was now heard without, 
which excited ſome fearful attention, but 


this 
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this ſoon ceaſed, and filence again pre- 
vailed. At length the long expected 
night arrived, and Conrad, though the 
darkneſs was unpleaſant, joyfully ob- 
ſerved the extinction of his light when 
he took his lanthorn from its conceal- 
ment; whilſt his fair companion, having 
cloathed herſelf in the apparel he had 
brought for that purpoſe, they proceeded 
through the paſſages until they arrived at 
the outer door; which being unlocked 
by Conrad, and likewiſe the private door, 
they found themſelves without the Caſtle, 
and at the ſide of the moat: but, alas! 
the little veſſel was not to be ſeen! Alarm- 
ed at the circumſtance, the affrighted Con- 


rad, and his ſtill more terrified compa- 
nion, made the complete circuit of the 
Caſtle, but no boat was to be diſcovered. 
At length, looking at thedraw-bridge, they 
found it unaccountably not drawn up; 

this 
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this afforded them the beſt means of 
elcape, and with eager ſtep they paſſed 
over to the other ſide. The night was 
dark, and inclined to be tempeſtuous, 
and after travelling ſome time with a con- 
ſiderable degree of trepidation, which did 
not allow them to interchange converſa- 
tion, the ſtorm howled around them, and 
Conrad, anxious to ſhield his beloved Ma- 
tilda from its © pitileſs pelting”, anxiouſly 
looked around for ſome place where they 
might meet with ſafety and ſhelter. A ſmall 
building was perceived at a ſhort diſtance, 
which had formerly been uſed as a ſort 
of watch tower, but was now, from the 
greater extent of the domains of Umfre- 
ville, become in a great meaſure uſeleſs, 
and was ſufrcred to moulder into ruins, 

To this they cautiouſly approached, and 


finding it uninhabited, gladly entered, 


where they at leaſt found ſhelter, which, 
from 
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from the increaſing violence of the tem- 
peſt, had become an event devoutly to be 
wiſhed. | 

Groping about for ſome time they at 
length found a ſeat, where they impa- 
tiently waited the abatement of the ſtorm; 
Conrad was now a little more at eaſe, 
and in tender language poured forth the 
ſentiments of his. ſoul. His fair com- 
panion anſwered only in whiſpers, afraid 
of their being overheard and diſco- 
vered. It ſtill rained, but the height of 
the ſtorm was conſiderably diminiſhed, 
and they determined to recommence their 
Journey. They travelled with no farther 
interruption until the day began to dawn, 
when his companion, being exhauſted by 
fatigue, Conrad determined to lead her 


to a cottage which ſtood in view, and re- 
queſt ſome refreſhment. Arrived at the 
hovel, the inhabitants of which had juſt 

ariſen 
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ariſen, he informed them that he and his 
companion were travellers who had loſt 
their way the preceding night, and not 
being able to meet with any houſe where 
they could obtainadmiſſion, they had wan- 
dered about until now, and being quite fa- 
tigued and exhauſted, requeſted the means 
of ſatisfying hunger, and reſt, The good 
people of the cottage readily believed the 
tale; and inviting them to enter, ſpread out 
for the uſe of their viſitors what their po- 
verty afforded; but his companion de- 
clined the refreſhment of food, and plead- 
ing extreme debility and fatigue, deſired 
the conveniences of repoſe, This was im- 
mediately acceded to, and ſheretired to en- 
Joy that ſleep which unuſual exertion had 
rendered highly neceſſary. Conrad, after 
heartily partaking of what was ſet before 
him, politely refuſed their offer of a. bed; 
and took a nap where he was ſeated. 
Soon after he awoke, he was informed by 


the 
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the miſtreſs of the cottage, that his com- 
panion, who was above, requeſted to {peak 

with him alone. 
There ſeemed ſomething myſterious in 
the demand, and upon aſcending to en- 
quire what his beloved Matilda wiſhed 
to ſay, a form met his eyes far different 
from that of Matilda; he ſtarted, and 
could ſcarcely believe the evidence of 
his ſenſes ; but his ſight bore witneſs of 
its truth, and ſoon his ear confirmed the 
ſenſation, when he heard the voice of the 
female before him, who immediately, 
upon his entering, ſaid to him, with 
rather an embarraſſed air, An attempt 
c to deceive you any longer mult have 
ce been vain, and therefore I thought the 
ce moſt proper line of conduct would be 
ce marked by at once ſending for you, 
« that you may diſcover the error with- 
ce out any riſk of our being betrayed by 
« the 
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te the preſence of others; it is evident to 
your ſight I am not the perſon whoſe 
© eſcape you intended to effect, nor do 
« I know whom your attempt was meant 
© to reſcue, but, anxious myſelf to fly 
« from a hateful and deteſted priſon, 
« I eagerly ſeized the opportunity, and, 
e whilſt I am ſorry for your diſappoint- 
© ment, I congratulate myſelf upon my 
ce happy dcliverance, for which, with gra- 
ee titude, I ſhall ever conſider myſelf as 
* your debtor,” Marianne, for that was 
her name, poſſeſſed a graceful perſon, and 
a conſiderable ſhare of beauty, but tinc- 
tured with a voluptuouſneſs which diſ- 
played an abſence of that chaſte refine- 
ment attendant upon virtue. She was 
accompliſhed in every art that could add 
poignancy to pleaſure, and now darted 
a look at her deliverer, which, had his 
mind been diſengaged, might, perhaps, 

have 
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have made a conſiderable inroad in his 
inclinations. But diſappointment and rage 
had taken entire poſſeſſion of him ; and her 
charms failed of their effect; ſhe appeared 
a demon to his eyes, and ſcarcely could 
the conſideration: of her ſex prevent him 
from laying violent hands upon the per- 
ſon who had ſo cruelly deceived him, 
But a little reflection coming to his aid, 
and, unable to account for ſo myſterious 
an incident, whilſt he eagerly wiſhed to 
gain information concerning Matilda, he 
ſtifled his anger, and ſaid to his compa- 
nion, © By what means did you acquire 
«a knowlege of my plan;” Marianne 
replied, © I picked up a note in the paſ- 
© ſage to our dining-room in which it 
ce was developed, and having long wiſhed 
ce to eſcape from the odious confinement 
6 in which I was immured, I eagerly em- 
ce braced the opportunity that offered, 

«© and 
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© and determined to ſhare with the fa- 
« youred fair one her joyful deliverance, 
* as, from my knowledge of the ſcheme, 
ce ſhe would not have thought proper to 
« deny my requeſt, whilſt the circum- 
ce ſtance might have been concealed from 
ce the reſt, I purſued the directions con- 
ce tained in the note, and, at the appointed 
ce time, deſcended to the door leading to 
ce the dungeons; no other female ap- 
ce peared, and at the moment of my arri- 
ce val the door opened; I was ſorry for the 
deception wherein I was about to play 
a principal part, but to have heſitated 
might have been the means of excit- 
ing alarm, and cauſing diſcoveries, in 
the event of which my life might have 
been in imminent danger, and, therefore, 
without delay, I precipitated myſelf 
c into your arms; the reſt you are ac- 
6 quainted with; but the terror I expe- 
c rienced in the dungeons was a ſufficient 


« puniſh- 
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ce puniſhment for my deceit.” Anguiſh 
had forcibly ſeized the mind of Con- 
rad; he raved at the diſappointment, and 
puſhed away, with rage and contempt, 
Marianne, who endeavoured, by her 
ſoothing arts, to conſole him; at length 
he reflected he was in ſome meaſure in 
her power, and, ſoftening his manner, 
ſaid, * Excuſe the rudeneſs of my ſor- 
te row and diſappointment; I wiſhed to 
« deliver a beloved ſiſter from the ſen- 
c ſual tyranny of the Baron, and the 


« failure of my attempt tortures my mind 
ce with inſupportable pain.” The fine 


figure of Conrad had excited the atten- 
tion of Marianne, and a number of pleaſ- 
ing emotions and deſires in her boſom, 
but the ſuppoſition of his attempt be- 


ing aimed at the reſcue of ſome female 
who poſſeſſed his love, had in ſome mea- 
ſure repelled them to their ſource; the 

mention 
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mention of a beloved ſiſter ſeemed to im- 
ply that his heart was diſengaged, and 
immediately every ſeductive attraction was 
diſplayed in her manners: © I will chear- 
ce fully aſſiſt you,” faid ſhe, © in any 
* other attempt you may wiſh to make 
for the purpoſe of delivering your ſiſter 
« from her confinement, in which, as 
« you are ſo well acquainted with all the 
é paſſages, you will probably ſucceed ;* 
though there was not the moſt remote 
intention in her mind of again viſiting 
the caſtle, and ſhe only made the offer 
for the purpoſe of detaining Conrad, and 
engaging his notice. The latter, however, 
too evidently ſaw that the diſcovery of the 
preſent would render any other attempt 
nearly hopeleſs, and the perception of 
this funk him deeper in deſpair, but wiſh- 
ing not to offend the female whom he 
had accidentally releaſed, knowing the 


danger 
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danger in which he ſhould be involved 
if ſhe betrayed the plan he had formed; 
for though it would equally environ her, 
yet ſhe might make her peace with the 
Baron by ſacrificing him, he forbore, 
therefore, from giving utterance to the 
rage that ſwelled in his breaſt, and calmly 
ſaid, «© I muſt return to the caſtle, and 
ce releaſe from . captivity my beloved 
« ſiſter.” Marianne had not the leaſt 
deſire to accompany him, and made many 
ſeductive attempts to detain the elegant 
youth, whoſe manly graces had captivated 
her heart, but ſhe was ignorant of the 
powerful charm that called him back, and, 
finding her endeavours vain, was at length 
forced to deſiſt, and content herſelf with 
requeſting him to lead his ſiſter to the 
cottage where they were now inmates, at 
which place ſhe would wait his return, 
and from whence they might depart to- 

gether 
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gether in ſearch of ſome retreat where 
they might enjoy peace and ſecurity. 
To this requeſt Conrad inſtantly acceded, 
though with no intention of really com- 
plying with it; the forward manners of 
Marianne diſpleaſed him, added to which 
his whole ſoul was occupied by Matilda, 
and he wiſhed for no partner in his flight 
but her with whom he was united by the 
tendereſt ties of affection. 


END OF VOL, I. 
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